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For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


The following Essay was written 
some years since, with no view to pub- 
lication; but for the instruction of a 
few pupils in Theology: and is inserted 
with some alterations, in the hope that 
it may benefit the general reader. 


ESSAY. 


Tue object of the following Es- 
say is to present a view of the in- 
stitution and nature of the Church. 
‘That God has a Church on earth, 
is a proposition maintained by all 
professing the name of Christians. 
It makes a prominent article in all 
the creeds and formularies of faith ; 
both ancient and modern, Popish 
and Protestant. It is found in the 
Apostles’ Creed, the most ancient 
of all; ‘“ The Holy Catholic 
Church ;”? and ‘* the Communion 
of Saints.” It hence appears to 
have been ever deemed of the ut- 
most importance. Nor need we 
have recourse to this consideration, 
to prove that our subject is inte- 
resting; for its moment results 
from the nature of the case. If 
God has a Church, the eternal sal- 
vation of every son and daughter of 
Adam, is somehow concerned with 
that Church. If God hasa Church, 
it must have been established in 
order to promote the spiritual con- 
cerns of men, to aid them in their 
progress toward Heaven, and ever- 
lasting glory. 

None but those who deny Divine 
revelation, call in question the ex- 
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istence of a divinely instituted 
Church. With such we are not at 
present concerned; I shall not 
therefore undertake to prove ea 
point so universally admitted. That 
the Church of God exists in the 
world I shall take for granted.— 
While all professing to be Christ- 
ians,grant this point, unhappily they 
differ with regard to the nature of 
the thing admitted. Hence the 
utility of the proposed discussion. 
For that we entertain a right con- 
ception of the thing in which we 
believe, is little less important,than 
faith in its existence. In order, 
then, to a clear understanding of 
the subject, I propose to treat it in 
the following manner : 

Ist. 1 shall show that God is the 
institutor of the Church. 

2dly. That the Church is one 
and indivisible. 

Sdly. That it is a spiritual so- 
ciety. 

4thly. That, nevertheless, it is 
a visible Society. 

5thly. That it is to continue the 
same to the end of the world. 

6thly. That hence it becomes the 
indispensable duty of every one to 
become members of the Church. 

Ist. The etymology of the Eng- 
lish word Church, does not seem to 
be thoroughly settled by lexico- 
graphers ; but most probably it is 
from xvpiaxn, the Lord’s, belonging 
to the Lord. ‘Tis of course im- 
plies what we are first to consider, 
that God is the institutor of the 
Church. The original term exrAnnia 


in the Greck Testament, implies 
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somewhat more,being derived from 
éx and xaAew, fo call out, to select, 
to assemble ; and by whom, but by 
God ? If then God calls and assem- 
bles this Society, he must be the 
institutor. Indeed, that God is the 
institutor of his own Church, is a 
proposition so plain, that it may 
seem to need no illustration; nor 
would it, bad not the folly, pride, 
and ingenuity of depraved man 
thrown a cloud of obscurity on the 
subject, by intermixing their own 
fancies, and attempting to mend the 
institutions of God. Let us then 
inquire in the first place, what is 
conformable to the nature of ‘man, 
and the relation in which he stands 
to his Creator, and hence what is 
reasonable and highly probable God 
would do, in the case before us ; 
and in the next place from the his- 
tory of the creation, and of all his 
dispensations to man ever since, let 
us see what he has done, is doing, 
and promises to do, to the end of 
the world. 

That man is a social being needs 
no proof. Ina state of society he 
is capable of mutually aiding and 
being aided in numberless ways, 
every hour of his existence exem- 
plifies. When to this we add, that 
he is the creature of God, and 
therefore bound to him in nume- 
rous duties—T hat he is a rational 
and immortal being, capable of un- 
derstanding his duties, and obeying 
from the will and affections of the 
heart; when this is considered, I 
say, we see the foundation of reli- 
gion. And if religion be a duty, it 
is a duty we jointly owe to our 
@reator, and jointly should it be 
performed. Shall we not then think 
it highly reasonabl¢,that God should 
institute a Society in which this du- 
ty might be jointly discharged ac- 
cording to his will? Without so 
‘doing, he would not treat man like 


Theological Essay. 


what he is—He would have left the 
race without a guide and directory, 
without society and unity, without 
the mutual aid of each other, in 
the most important concern of their 
nature. God's works are all at 
unity with themselves. One thing 
is ever made to suit another, from 
beginning to end. Hence a Church 
is highly reasonable in itself. 

Let us now see what God has in 
fact done, conformable to this rea- 
soning. Having created man, brea- 
thed into him the breath of life,and 
endowed him with immortality, he 
placed him in the blissful garden of 
Eden, where he held communion 
and converse with his Maker, and 
enjoyed the fruit of the tree of life. 
And bad man continued faitbful to 
the divine command,we have every 
reason to believe the whole race, 
in union and fellowship would here 
have continued to partake of the 
divine presence, visibly displayed, 
not as since by signs and symbols, 
but in reality. Here would have 
been a blessed Church state, with- 
out schisms and divisions. Here 
was a divine Institution, the tree of 
life, as a bond of union between 
man and man, and between God and 
man. As man was formed with 
faculties far superior to all other 
creatures on earth, to be the lord 
and sovereign of all, and partaking 
of the spiritual nature of God, it 
was fitting God should specially in- 
stitute the kind of society he was 
to enjoy, and the manner in which 
it was to be preserved. This we 
have seen he did do for our first 
parents, constituting them a Church 
or spiritual community, himself 
being the Head and Governor.— 
What kind of visible power, or 
whether any, was lodged with man 
in this state of the Church, it is idle 
to inquire, since the word of God 
has left us no hint on the subject. 
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iis continuance was short. Man 
vebelled. A new state followed. 
A Mediator became necessary be- 
tween God and man; for man had 
lost the image of God, and was be- 
come incapable of enjoying that 
church fellowship for which he 
was formed. Still he was a social 
being—still he might be restored to 
communion with God, in fellowship 
with his brethren. The Son of 
God undertook the task. Became 
surety for the atonement, and 
brought man back to his God. And 
how ?* By the new erection of a 
Church, bound together with holy 
rites and ordinances, with sacrifices 
and offerings. Now indeed we find 
power lodged in the hands of men 
to administer. The Patriarchs 
were God’s ministers in sacred 
things. And in process of time, 
when schisms had arisen, and cor- 
ruption prevailed, the Church was 
confined to the Ark, in which Noah 
and his family were saved. But 
few centuries elapsed before the 
same dismal consequences followed. 
Abraham was now called, and sect 


apart by the superadded rite of cir- 


cumcision. ‘To him and his poste- 
rity the Church was confined. And 
when that posterity had become 
numerous, Moses was called to be 
a ruler and governor in civil mat- 
ters, and Aaron in sacred. The 
priesthood was specially arranged, 
and all the holy offices designated. 
High-Priest, Priest, and Levite, 
had their grades of power assigned. 
I need not stop here to prove that 
all this was done by the immediate 
appointment of God. It is too 
plain in scripture to need illustra- 
tion. It is what all acknowledge, 
who admit divine revelation. God 
was then the founder of the ancient 
Church of Israel, and nothing that 
he established might be altered or 
abolished by men. [f such was his 
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conduct towards men before the 
coming of the Messiah, we might 
well argue that such it would be 
after his advent ; for he is the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever— 
his counsels are everlasting—his 
Church must be always the same 
thing in essence, varying only in 
non-essentials, in external rites, or 
in extent. Was he once the found- 
er, he must ever beso; and man 
has no right to do less or more in 
these matters; to add or to re- 
trench. The bounds are set, and 
we must not think to pass them, but 
under the penalty of rebellion, the 
heinous sin of Corah. What we 
then may argue from the institution 
of the Patriarchal and Jewish 
Church, we find actually confirmed 
by what the Son of God did, when 
he came in the flesh. For he ap- 
pointed officers of different grades 
under himself, with different pow- 
ers and functions, answering to 
those under the law of Moses. He 
left not this to be regulated by the 
wisdom or caprice of men. No; 
we find the twelve Apostles with 
one kind of office, and the Seventy 
with another subordinate, emanat- 
ing from the same source, his own 
will. We find him instituting holy 
rites as a bond of union to the 
Church, Jike those under the Pa- 
triarchal and Mosaical state. And 
finally when about to leave the 
world, he gave a solemn commiss- 
ion to the Apostles, investing them 
with supreme power, in ample 
form. As my Father hath sent me, 
so send 1 you—Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to eve- 
ry creature. Whesoever sins ye re- 
mit, they are remitted, and whoso- 
ever sins ye retain, they are retained, 
In pursuance of this high authority, 
they went forth and preached.— 
They appointed others, as their 
Master had appomted them, and 
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thus established the Church by di- 
vine power. What they establish- 
ed, man has no right to alter. ‘Thus 
the whole tenor of scripture, the 
history of all God’s dispensations 
from beginning to end, conspires to 
prove that God is the founder of 
the Church. And all this in per- 
fect conformity with the reason of 
man, and the nature of the case. 
2dly. From all that has been said, 
it follows by necessary consequence 
that the Church is one and indivisi- 
ble, the second point that was to be 
discussed. As God is one, and 
Christ is one, he can have founded 
but one Church. He is not the au- 
thor of confusion, but of peace and 
order ; but two or more churches 
would be the cause of confusion 
and disorder. Hence the Apostle 
eogently asks, Is Christ divided ? 
And in another place he observes, 
There is one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism : evidently making the one 
faith, and one baptism, to depend 
upon the one Lord, as a necessary 
consequence. Different national 
or provincial churches, there may 
be—But they are only parts and 
portions of the same one Church, 
under the same head, Jesus Christ 
the universal Bishop. Animated 
by the same spirit; holding the 
game faith in all essential points ; 
governed in the same manner ; and 
bound together by the administra- 
tion of the same sacraments, as 
means of union, and the communi- 
cation of God’s Holy Spirit. This 
is in substance, what is maintained 
mm the Article, ‘‘ The visible Church 
of Christ is a congregation of faith- 
ful men, in the which the pure word 
of God is preached, and the sacra- 
rents be duly administered accord- 
ing to Christ’s ordinance, in all 
those things that of necessity are 
requisite to the same.” 
onformable to what has been 


here advanced, is the uniform Ian- 
guage of primitive Christianity. — 
Clemens Alexandrinus who lived in 
the end of the second and begin- 
ning of the third century from 
Christ, says, ‘* There is one true 
Church, which was of old, into 
which the righteous, according to 
God’s appointment are enrolled,” 
and then he adds the reason, ‘‘there 
being one God, and one Lord.”’*— 
Chrysostom also in the fourth cen- 
tury, more specifically to our point, 
says, ‘* The Churches in cities and 
in the country, though many in 
number, are but one Church; for 
the one perfect and undivided 
Christ is every where present in 
them all.”{ Numerous passages, 
very numerous indeed might be 
cited to the same effect, but these 
are enough to shew their mode of 
thinking and writing on this point. 
And they make it manifest that these 
good fathers had no notion of dif- 
ferent churches on earth, that God 
ever had more than one Church, 
that that Church ever was or could 
be divided. Hence we may infer 
the incorrectness of the language 
we sometimes witness of our church, 
or your church, and of the churches. 
There is but one Church, that 
Church which is founded on a rock, 
and has the promise of its divine 
Head, that the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it. It is the 
Church, and should be designated 
by no other title. 
(To be concluded in our nezt.) 
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The Candle of Life. 


It is usually observed of a candle, 
when its oil is exhausted, and it is 


* Strom. vii. p. 765. + Homil calix. 








sinking into the socket, just before 
itis extinguished, that it throws up 
a brighter flame than for a short 
space before. Just so it has fallen 
in the way of Clergymen in parti- 
cular, in the exercise of parochial 
duty, visiting the sick and dying, to 
notice the minds of some such per- 
sons, a short time before dissolu- 
tion, assuming a vigour and clear- 
ness of conception even beyond 
what was usual with them in full 
health. Is not this, among other 
things, a proof of the soul’s immor- 
tality, which, with the near pros- 
pect of escaping from the fetters of 
the mortal body, assumes some of 
that alertness and freedom, which 
it shall enjoy when completely re- 
leased? It is a notion that has 
sometimes been entertained, that 
persons in this situation are endow- 
ed with the spirit of prophecy.— 
Thus the Poet Shakspeare makes 
his dying Hotspur say—O I could 
prophecy, but the earthly and cold 
hand of death is on me. 


—<——— 
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Law of Gravity. 


A principle so simple, and so 
universal, shows the universe of 
matter to be the production of a 
wise intelligence ; always at unity 
with himself; and has planned all 
his works to express that unity.— 
Philosophy in making this discove- 
ry was employed as she ought to 
be, in fabrication of arms for the 
use of piety and religion : for what 
an impenetrable shield does this 
principle furnish against the weap- 
ons of Atheism. Such a harmoni- 
ous scheme of things cannot have 
been the production of unmeaning 
chance. He who should say so 
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hardly deserves to be reasoned 
with, but to be treated as either 
mad, or perversely obstinate.— 
Much then does Newton deserve 
from all the frienay of truth and 
religion. 


—=———- 
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Every scribe, which is instructed 
unto the kingdom of Heaven, is like 
unto a man that is an householder, 
which bringeth forts out of his trea- 
sure things new and old. 


Various opinions are entertained 
concerniug Melchisedec, who and 
what he was. And that the like 
was the case, in the early ages of 
the Christian church, will appear 
from the following extract. It is 
taken from Jerome, who lived at 
the latter end of the fourth centu- 
ry. The views of such aman on 
this yet unsettled question, it is 
thought will be acceptable to most 
of our readers. 

‘* The Apostle to the Hebrews, 
says of Melchisedec, 7. ¢. as his 
name signifies Righteous King, that 
he was King of Salem, i. e. of 
peace, and that he was without fa- 
ther and without mother. How this 
is to be understood may be explain- 
ed in one word—without gencalo- 
gy; and not that he actually had 
neither father nor mother, for 
Christ in both natures had a father 
and mother ; but being only once 
introduced in the book of Genesis; 
incidentally meeting Abraham re- 
turning from the slaughter of his 
enemies, his name never occurs 
before or after in the Old Testa- 
ment. Yet the Apostle affirms of 
the priesthood of Aaron, i.e. of 
the people of Israel, that it had a 
beginning and an end; while that 
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72 
of Melchisedec, that is of Christ 
and the charch, that it is from 
everlasting to everlasting ; and that 
it had no author. And because 
there was a change of the priest- 
hood, there must be also a change of 
the law; that the word of the Lord 
should no more go forth from the 
maid servant, Hagar, but from 
Sarah and Mount Sinai; but from 
Sarah who was free, and Mount 
Sina: ; and the Son of God from 
Jerusalem. And he magnifies the 
difficalty of the subject by adding 
that we have much to say, and hard 
to be understood. Not but that the 
Apostle could have interpreted it ; 
but that it fell not in with the pre- 
sent occasion. He was labouring 
to convince the Hebrews, or stril 
unbelieving Jews, to whom of 
course he frequently cites the Di- 
vine Institution [of the priesthood. ] 
If then such a chosen vessel as he 
was, stood confounded before this 
great mystery, and confesses that, 
about which he was treating, to be 
unexplainable, how much rather 
should we, who are worms and in- 
sects of the dust, confess that our 
highest knowledge is that of ignor- 
ance? Hence we should but en- 
deavor to open an entrance into a 
large house, through a small door, 
by saying that the Apostle is here 

mparing together the two priest- 
hoods, the former and the latter. 
And the whole object of his discus- 
sion is to prove that the priesthood 
of Melchisedec, from among the 
Gentites, was earlier than that of 
Levi and Aaron’; and this he does 
by remarking that he blessed the 
future priesthood of the Jews, yet 
being in the loins of Abraham. All 
that follows in commendation of 
Melchisedec is to be referred to 
him as a type of Christ, whose 
coming into the world completed 
the institution of the Church. This 
is the substance of what I collect 
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from our Greek predecessons in the 
Church ; and I have endeavored 
to present to your mind a large re- 
gion of matter upon a map of re- 
duced scale ;- not dilating their 
sense and meaning; bat by a few 
compendious hints intimating their 
more lengthy discussions. 

Since then you request me as a 
friend, and I know the whole of 
what I shall say, and what my own 
views are, will be committed to 
faithful ears, I will also state to 
you the opinion of Hebrew wri- 
ters. And Melchisedec king of Sa- 
lem brought bread and wine, and 
he was Priest of the Most High God, 
and he blessed him and said, blessed 
be Abraham of the Most High God, 
who created heaven and earth ; and 
blessed be the Most High God, who 
delivered thine enemies into thy 
hand. And he gave him tythes of 
all. Nowsay they, this was Shem, 
Noah’s first-born son, who at the 
time of Abraham’s birth was 390 
years of age, as thus computed: 
Shem in the second year after the 
deluge, when he was an hundred 
years old, begat Arphaxad, after 
whese birth he lived 500 years ; 
in all 600. Arphaxad at 35 years 
of age begat Salem ; who also at 
30 begat Heber; who also at 34, 
as we read, begat Phaleg: Phaleg 
again at 30 full years begat Rhue ; 
who after the 32d year of his na- 
tivity produced Sarug; of whom 
when he had attained to 30 years 
was born Nahor; who at 29 years 
of age begat Tharez ; who as we 
read at 70 years of age begat Abra- 
bam and Aram. Nowcompute by 
the number of years reckoned to 
each of these ages, and it will ap- 
pear that from the birth of Shem to 
the birth of Abraham are 390 years. 
And Abraham died at 175 years of 
age. By this reckoning it will ap- 
pear that Shem outlived Abraham 
his descendent of the tenth gene- 
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Ration, 40 years. At the same 
ime they maintain that until the 
priesthood of Aaron, all the first- 
born from the family of Noah, 
whose series and succession is here 
described, were priests and offer- 
ed sacrifices to God. This wae 
the right of primogeniture which 
Esau sold to his brother Jaeob.— 
Nor is it wonderful that Melchis- 
edec should have gone out to meet 
the victorious Abraham, and pre- 
sented him bread and wine for the 
refreshment of himself and his war- 
riors; and blessed him since it 
was due of right to his descendent. 
We are moreover told that he re- 
ceived tythes of the spoils of vic- 
tory from him ; or as we may un- 
derstand, himself gave tythes of his 
substance, and manifested his an- 
cestral bounty towards his descend- 
ent. Either of these senses will 
coincide with the original Hebrew, 
as well as the seventy interpreters, 
may more, it may have been the 
fact that he both received a tenth 
of the spoil and gave to Abraham a 
tenth of his substance. Yet the 
Apostle in his Epistle to the He- 
brews, renders it more definite, 
not that Abraham received tythes 
from Melchisedec of his wealth, 
but that this high priest received 
of him a part of the enemies’ 
spoils. 

By Salem here we are not, ac- 
cording to Josephus, and for that 
matter every body else, to under- 
stand Jerusalem, a name, however 
strangely, yet manifestly made up 
of words mixed from different lan- 
guages, Greek and Hebrew ; but a 
town near Scythopolis, which to 
this day is called Satem ; and where 
is shown the palace of Melchise- 
dec, from its extensive ruins man- 
ifesting the magnificence of an an- 
cient work. Concerning this place, 
fh a subsequent part of Genesis, it 


is written, that Jacab came to Suc- 
coth, i. e. to the place of tents, and 
there he built for himself an house, 
and pitched a tent; and thence he 
passed to Salem, a city of the coun- 
try of Sychem, which ts in the land 
of Canaan. It is also to be consi- 
dered, that to Abraham returning 
from the slaughter of his enemies, 
the route was not by Jerusalem ; 
for he pursued them even unto 
Dan, now called Paneas ; and there- 
fore he must have passed sear Sy- 
chem the capital to which Salem 
belonged. Concerning which tewn 
we read in the Gospel, that John 
was baptizing ta Enon, near Salem, 
because there was much water there. 
It is immaterial whether we spell 
the name Salem or Salim, since the 
Hebrews rarely use vowels in the 
middle of words ; and they are ut- 
tered just as suits each reader’s 
taste, or the genius of bis own lan- 
guage, in regard to tones and ae- 
cents. 

This is the substance of what we 
collect from the most learned men 
of that nation; from which it is 
clear they do not consider Melchis- 
edec to be either the Holy Spirit, 
or an angel, but a man, having a 
man’sname. And folly it certainly 
would be to think so ; for he was a 
type of Christ, in that respect 
wherein his priesthood has no end. 
He himself was both King and 
Priest ; and in virtue of both the 
offices, he gave us to become a 
royal and sacerdotal family. He, 
as a chief corner stone united us 
to the building on both sides; and 
as a good shepherd out of two flocks 
united us in one. Yet some, con- 
trary to the faith of history, main- 
tain that all this is a mere assump- 
tion, and say that he was not a king, 
but an angel in the form of man ; 
notwithstanding the Hebrews main- 
tain, ag we have seen, that he was 
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actually king of Salem, and was 
Shem the son of Noah. The king 
of Sodom also went out to meet him. 
Now it is certain that Abraham, 
after the defeat of Chedorlaomer 
and the other kings with him, was 
returning in the valley of Shebiah, 
i. e. the valley of the king: con- 
cerning which meeting it immedi- 
ately follows, and Melchisedec, king 
of Salem brought bread and wine, 
&e. If then this was a royal city, 
and royal valley ; or as the seventy 
have rendered it plain, which the 
people of Palestine, at this day call 
Aulon, it is manifest he must have 
been a man who reigned in an 
earthly valley and city. Thus have 
you what I have learned and read 
concerning Melchisedec. It was 
mine to cite witnesses, and yours 
to judge of their credibility. If 
you should reject them all, | think 
you cannot receive the opinion of 
your spiritual interpreter, who 
with pride and authority has pro- 
nounced that Melchisedec was the 
Holy Spirit; thus making good 
what is very commonly said among 
Greeks, that ignorance produces 
confidence ; learning, caution.” 


—=St Oo 
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The doctrine of 1 Cor. iii. 14, 15, 
considered and applied. 


“If apy man’s work abide which he 
hath built thereupgn, he shall receive a 
reward. If any man’s work be burned, 
he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall 
be saved ; yet so as by fire.” 


The language here used by St. 
Paul is figurative : and its meaning 
cannot be understood without a re- 
ference to the preceding verses. 
In the first verses of this chapter, 
the Apostle reproves the brethren 
‘tt Corinth for their enryings and 
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divistons—telling them plainly that 
this is an evidence that they *are 
carnal and walk asmen. He then 
represents the ministers of Christ 
as labourers together with God, and 
themselves as God’s building : and 
he declares that each labourer shall 
receive his own reward, according 
to his own labour. 

As @ wise master builder, St. 
Paul represents himself to have 
laid the foundation of Christian 
faith and practice. The circum- 
stances of the case required in Co- 
rinth at least, that another should 
build thereon. And he proceeds to 
caution every labourer totake heed 
how he buildeth thereupon. 

The foundation which he had 
laid was Christ ; and he proceeds 
to declare to them, that there could 
be no other. Upon this foundation 
then, he gives them to understand, 
that the building of God must be 
erected. The foundation being 
laid, the object of the Apostle’s so- 
licitude was lest a bad superstruct- 
ure should be raised upon it by the 
teachers at Corinth. In conse- 
quence of this, he characterizes 
the superstructures which men may 
raise upon this foundation; and 
then states the reason, why every 
labourer should take heed hoto he 
builds thereupon. He represents 
the building of God,—the pure 
faith and practice of the gospel, ge- 
nuine believers and true worship- 
pers, by the very expressive em- 
blems of gold, silver, and precious 
stones ;—and false doctrines, and 
the immoral practices to which they 
tend, by emblems of an opposite 
kind—of wood, hay, stubble. The 
former denote the excellence, the 
solidity, and the permanency of the 
building of God; and the latter, 
the imperfection, instability, and 
transcience of a superstructure of 
false doctrines, 

Possessing this character. every 
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tabourer should take heed how he 
builds upon the true foundation, 
any superstructure, but that which 
is represented by its appropriate 
emblems, gold, silver, and precious 
stones—For the work of every la- 
bourer shall be made manifest, of 
what sort it is: for the day shall 
declare it, because it shail be reveal- 
ed by fire; and the fire shall try 
every man’s work. If any man’s 
work abide which he hath built 
thereupon, he shall receive a reward ; 
but if any man’s work be burned, 
he shall suffer loss: he himself, how- 
ever, shall be saved; yet so as by 
fire. 

The persons, whose work is thus 
to be tried, are not every one who 
embraces in part, or wholly, the 
Christian faith and practice ; but 
those who are engaged, as Apollos 
was at Corinth, as labourers in the 
spiritual building of God. Their 
work is the superstructure of true 
or false doctrines, raised upon the 
foundation which is laid. The 
knowledge of the persons, and of 
the work spoken of by the Apostle 
in this chapter, will assist us in re- 
moving the several difficultieswhich 
occur in the text. At first view, it 
may perhaps be thought, that this 
text teaches, that every man shall 
be saved, though he shall suffer loss 
in having his work consumed by the 
fire that is totry it: That this is not 
the meaning of the Apostle is evi- 
dent from the fact, that he speaks 
only of the labourers or teachers 
among the Corinthians, of their 
doctrines, and of the trial which 
shall manifest the character of their 
works. 

He speaks of a day which shall 
declare this, and of a fire which, by 
trying its qualities shall reveal it. 
Some commentators consider the 
Apostle to have referred to the ap- 
proaching destruction of Jerusa- 
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lem, as the day or period when this 
trial should be made; and by its 
being revealed by fire, to have 
pointed out the extreme rigour and 
totally destructive nature of that 
judgment. They suppose that the 
Apostle refers to Judaizing teach- 
ers, who insinuated that the law, 
and especially circumcision, was of 
eternal obligation; and that the 
day of fire, the time of vengeance 
which was coming upon this diso- 
bedient and rebellious people, 
would sufficiently disprove their 
false doctrines, as in the judgment 
of God, the whole temple service 
should be destroyed, and the peo- 
ple who fondly presumed on their 
pre-eminence and stability, should 
be dispossessed of their land, and 
scattered over the face of the whole 
earth. Which was the true doc- 
trine of Christ should then appear. 
The one should abide the day of 
trial, and prevail more extensively 
than ever; but the other would be 
unable to withstand the severity of 
the trial. The fire would consume 
it, as wood, hay, and stubble ure 
consumed. In that great and terri- 
ble day of the Lord, all false doc- 
trine, as well as the system that was 
to pass away, should be made mani- 
fest; and God would then shew, 
that the unadulterated doctrines of 
the Gospel, and they alone, consti- 
tuted that system of doctrines,which 
he would bless and protect. 

But it is more probable, and I 
think more consistent with the con- 
text, to consider the day to which 
the Apostle refers, as that, when 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 


from heaven im flaming fire; 


when no false doctrine and no 
erroneous practice shall stand the 
trial; and the fire, which he says 
shall reveal beyond all controversy, 
what sort of doctrine it is, the fire 
of God’s judgment. 

10 
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On this view of the subject, the 
language of the text will have the 
following meaning—that if any man 
appointed to labour in the building 
of God shall be found to have 
preached true Christian doctrine, 
and taught men the practice of true 
piety and virtue; his work shall 
abide the examination of that day, 
and he himself shall receive a re- 
ward in the kingdom of glory, ac- 
cording to his labour. But if he 
have preached any thing which did 
not proceed from God, as a doc- 
trine revealed from heaven, like 
wood, hay, and stubble, it will be 
wasted and destroyed by the fire,or 
in other words, the severity of this 
examination—He shall suffer loss. 
He shall lose his labour in teach- 
ing this false doctrine, so that his 
work in the ministry shall be of no 
advantage to him. All his labour, 
however Zealous and ardent he may 
have been in spreading the errone- 
ous doctrine, and establishing it up- 
on that only foundation which is laid, 
shall bring to him nogood. On the 
contrary, much of that inheritance 
which he imagined he had secured, 
shall be taken from him ;—nothing 
shall indeed be left, but that mea- 
sure of truth and righteousness 
which may have been mingled with 
his errors. 

It will be recollected that the 
Apostle supposes the labourer to 
maintain the true foundation of 
Christianity, and that, in this case, 
he builds upon it a superstructure 
of erroneous doctrine. On this 
account, St. Paul says, he shall be 
saved ; yetsoas by fire: not having 
actually denied Christ, he shall be 
more mercifully dealt with—and 
shall be freed from having his por- 
tion with unbelievers. God in 
mercy will pass by his errors, and 
he shall not suffer the punishment, 
which under other circumstances 


Doctrine of 4 Cor. iii. 13, 14. 


would have been his due. But as 
there is generally a portion of wil- 
ful and obstinate ignorance in such 
erroneous teachers, their salvation 
is attended with great difficulty ; 
and is expressed here, in this em- 
phatic language, yet so as by fire. It 
is a mere escape, a hair’s breadth 
deliverance, a brand as it were 
plucked out of the fire. Thus he, 
who, holding the doctrine of Christ 
crucified, as the only foundation 
on which a soul can rest its hopes 
of salvation, builds at the same 
time, on that foundation any erro- 
neous or destructive doctrine, shal} 
lose all his labour—all that reward 
for his labour to which under other 
circumstances he would be entitled, 
and his own soul shall scarcely es- 
cape everlasting perdition ; nor 
even this, unless sheer ignorance 
and inveterate prejudice, combin- 
ed with much sincerity be found 
in his case. 

The Romanists apply this passage 
to the doctrine of their Church con- 
cerning the punishment of the per- 
sons of some men in purgatory be- 
fore the day of judgment. Nothing 
can be farther from its true mean- 
ing. It is not the persons, but their 
works which are to be tried, and 
which, if they are found to be er- 
roneous, shall be as stubble, in the 
the fiery examination which awaits 
them at the day of final judgment. 
Therefore, instead of supporting 
this error, or in any way sanction- 
ing it, it furnishes them an awful 
warning not to build on the founda- 
tion of Christianity kay and stubble, 
such errors as this, and many other 
of their doctrines, ‘‘ which that 
great day of the Lord will shew to 
have no solidity in them, but their 
works shall be burnt up, themselves 
suffer loss, and (at best) be saved 
only so as by fire.” 

To make this text support the 








doctrine of purgatory, is manifestly 
@ perversion of its meaning: and 
it 8 no less so, to deduce from it, 
the doctrine that the works of men 
only shall be destroyed, they them- 
selves being saved without any 
limitation or exception. It relates 
to a subject which has very little if 
any bearing upon either, unless it 
be that of furnishing an awful 
warning to their votaries. It re- 
lates to the teachers of religion, it 
considers them employed as la- 
bourers in erecting a_ spiritual 
building, it supposes them engaged 
in carrying up its walls upon the 
only true foundation which had 
been laid by other hands, and that 
that foundation was Jesus Christ. 
The superstructure to be raised, 
is the pure doctrine and practice of 
the Gospel, and in this men are to 
be built up a building of God, and 
temples of the Holy Ghost. If the 
work of these teachers be the pure 
faith and practice of Christianity, 
like gold tried in the fire, it shall 
abide the fiery examination at the 
day of judgment, and they shall 
receive a reward, every man ac- 
cording to his own labour. If they 
have taught an erroneous faith and 
practice, but have notwithstanding 
maintained the foundation of Chris- 
tianity, the doctrine of Christ cruct- 
fied, and the necessity of atonement 
for sin through him, their work 
shall indeed, like stubble thrown 
into the fire, be destroyed by the 
severity of that examination which 
awaits them at the day of judg- 
ment, they will have gained nothing 
by all their labour ; on the contrary 
they shall suffer the loss of the 
whole of it : still as they have pla- 
ced their superstructure upon the 
true foundation, and have notwith- 
standing their errors, maintained it 
there, they shall be saved them- 
selves—zet 30 as by fire, that is 
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with the greatest difficulty, by a 
mere hair’s breadth escape. 

This we conceive to be beyond 
all reasonable question, the true 
meaning and applicatien of the 
words adopted by St. Paul in our 
text. But— 

They are capable of a direct ap- 
plication to Christians generally ; 
for if it be so very difficult for 
those who teach erroneous doc- 
trine to be saved, the salvation of 
those who hear and embrace their 
errors must be proportionally diffi- 
cult. It is not indeed impossible, 
but the danger is so great, that the 
error and the teacher should be 
avoided with such care as may pre- 
vent our being brought under their 
influence. 

In this point of view, the text 
suggests an awful warning to every 
Christian, that he neither enter- 
tain errors himself, nor in any way 
countenance such as he may have 
reason to suppose inculcate false 
doctrines. By doing this, he must 
become in a measure partaker of 
their crimes, and in consequence 
of their punishment. Ill that re- 
lates to these errors, or is depend- 
ent upon them, he shall lose at the 
day of trial, and if he be saved at 
all, it will be as here expressed, 
yet so as by fire. 

Hence will be perceived the im- 
portance of a high regard to truth 
of doctrine, both in the teacher and 
those who are taught. Error is 
attended with more danger, and the 
salvation of those who entertain it, 
with more difficulty than is gene- 
rally imagined. They only are 
safe who are built up in the true 
faith and practice of the Gospel. — 
Let it be the Christian’s endeavour 
to be established in the truth and 
to join with it in the practice of 
true piety and virtue. Then shall 
he be, (in the language of St. Paul,) 
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God’s building—a temple of the 
Holy Ghost—built upon Jesus Christ, 
and holding the faith in unity of 
spirit, in the bond of peace, and in 
righteousness of life. Thus, as the 
Apostle says in another place, a 
building of God fitly framed to- 
gether, Christians shall all grow 
unto an holy temple in the Lord, 
in whom each of them shall also be 
builded together for an habitation 
of God through the spirit. The 
consequence of being built up, as 
the Corinthians were, amidst ha- 
tred, divisions and sin, must be at- 
tended with many inconveniences, 
and take much from their happi- 
ness—They shall be unable to 
stand, accepted of their God, in the 
trials of the world, their work 
shall not abide the examination of 
the day of judgment; they shall 
suffer loss, not only in having their 
work consumed; but perhaps in 
the destruction of their souls. 
They can be safe only by pursu- 
ing the opposite course, by faith- 
fully maintaining the true doctrine 
and practice of the Gospel. It 
is only by the integrity and sincer- 
ity of their faith and practice that 
they can be assured of passing from 
the scenes of final judgment to the 


happiness and glory of heaven. 
YoR.E. 
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LETTER VI. 


RESPECTED YOUNG MAN, 


A correct view of composition 
and suitable delivery of sermons, 
together with a well digested sys- 
tem of Christian theology, consti- 
tuted the subject of my former 
letters. But the candidate who 
should suppose that those constitu- 
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ted the whole round of Church du- 
ty, would judge very erroneously. 
Important they certainly are, and 
demand his serious study and at- 
tention. Yet asermon is viewed 
so much a thing of course, even by 
the most pious and best disposed, 
that it commonly makes little im- 
pression. It serves as asubject of 
conversation, too often as a mere 
matter of criticism, and when its 
novelty is passed, to be no more 
thought of. This being the case, 
he who enters the ministry from 
right motives, to promote the glory 
of God in the salvation of sinners, 
or in other words from real love to 
the souls of men, will see he has 
many other things to do besides 
preaching, that there are other 
places than the pulpit where he 
can be useful, far more useful to 
his fellow-sinners. 

Perhaps you may expect me to 
take some notice of the manner in 
which you are to guide the devo- 
tions of the congregation to which 
you may be called to minister in 
sacred things. The church into 
whese service you propose enter- 
ing, has wisely provided a form of 
devotions, pure, simple, fervid, and 
evangelical. When you are lead- 
ing the congregation through the 
various parts of this excellent form, 
your own discernment can but 
teach you what should be the in- 
flexions and tones of voice suited to 
each part. When you are jointly 
with the pious worshipper pouring 
out the humble prayer to the Fa- 
ther of mercies, your voice will 
be lowly, humble and expressive 
of contrition. And when you are 
uttering praise and thanksgiving for 
bounties received, it wi!l express 
animation and warmth mingled with 
solemnity and awe towards the Di- 
vine Majesty,in whose more imme- 
diate presence you stand. Thus 
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the fervour of the truly pious mind 
will be enkindled, and to go up to 
the house of God will become a 
delightsome employment. 

But on this point I shall not 
dwell. Let it be enough that it has 
been mentioned among clerical du- 
ties, while | proceed to remind 
you that the ignorant and the er- 
ring are in private, to be instructed 
and guided to the truth. Itis here 
that your love of divine truth, of 
peace and harmony among men, of 
the order and regularity of God’s 
church, of your real regard for the 
souls of men, will be most effectu- 
ally displayed. Such persons are 
uncommonly little qualified to un- 
derstand properly what is delivered 
in aformal discourse or sermon. Of 
this they are commonly conscious 
and so pay little attention. But in 
private conversation you can let 
your language down to their capa- 
cities, and be able to convince gain- 
sayers, to confirm the wavering, 
and strengthen the confirmed. You 
can adapt yourself to the peculiar 
views and habits of thinking you 
may find in each, and thus remove 
perplexities and prepossessions,— 
You may get round and drive away 
all enemies and strange doctrines 
from the church, as you will pro- 
mise todo at your entrance on the 
ministry. In this way more good 
may be done, far more than by all 
the sermons you will ever preach, 
however well written or eloquent- 
ly delivered. To do these things 
effectually, will indeed require 
some study and attention, and no 
little knowledge of the ordinary 
propensities of human nature.— 
But study you love, and let a due 
consideration of the office you are 
to sustain, animate and enforce that 
love of study; then with delight 
will you discharge this important 
part of your duty. 


The sick and the dying are to be 
visited. And here what an oppor- 
tunity will you have to promote the 
cause ef the Master whom you in- 
tend to serve! Their mincs are 
to be prepared for that great and 
last change through which al! must 
pass. With that change in full 
view and probably near at hand, few 
can be so insensible, at least while 
reason lasts, as not to be alive to 
impressions on this awful subject. 
Here then you may hope to open 
their hearts to such considerations 
as will have an abiding effect on 
their lives should they be resiored 
to health, or as may coniribute to 
their eternal bliss in the life tocome. 
Here then call in the aid of all the 
great truths of the gospel. Impress 
upon their minds the humbling 
truths ofthe corruption and depra- 
vity of nature, the lost and hopeless 
condition of man without the aton- 
ing sacrifice and merits of a crucifi- 
ed Saviour. Lead them to feel the 
eminent need of those merits, and 
hence the indispensable duty of re- 
pentance for the errors and sins of 
their past lives, of which the best 
are guilty, for no man without ho- 
liness shall see the Lord. Lead 
them by faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ to rely on his atoning blood. 
nor hope for salvation in any other 
way. From their past lives judge 
of the proper course to be pursued 
in each case. Have they been 
hardened and impenitent, endea- 
vour to calm their fears, and awa- 
ken them to a sense of danger.— 
Have they been wavering, guide 
and enlighten their wanderings, and 
labour to make of them something 
more than half Christians. Have 
they been hopefully pious,strength- 
en their hopes, pour in the balm of 
consolation that they may be ena- 
bled to resign their mortal part to 
the grave, in full and triumphant 
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expectations of a glorious resur- 
rection and blessed immortality be- 
yond this sublunary scene. To 
satisfy your own conscience herein 
as you shall deem acceptable to the 
all-seeing God is a delicate and dif- 
ficult task. To adapt your words 
and your manner to each case so 
as not to drive the hardened to 
desperation, or unduly encourage 
the half formed character, or even 
the most hopeful, will require stu- 
dy and careful attention to previ- 
ously known tempers compared 
with present evidence of views 
and feelings. Herein you yourself 
will stand in eminent need of divine 
assistance to enlighten your under- 
standing and enlarge your heart 
undividedly to seek the truth and 
the good ofsouls. Never then un- 
dertake this task without fervently 
asking the divine aid. And always 
remember that the clergyman who 
neglects on every pretence such 
opportunities of doing good, neg- 
lects more than half his duty, for 
which he must answer at the bar of 
Omniscience. 

The afflicted are to be comfort- 
ed. To,the discharge of this duty 
the clergyman is frequently called, 
in a world so full of disappoint- 
ments and sorrows. Friends and 
connexions, the most dear and af- 
fectionate, are taken away by 
leath, leaving those with whom 
they were associated to grieve un- 
der the bereavement. Here some- 
thing more is expected froma cler- 
gyman than the mere formal com- 
pliments of condolence required by 
fashion often proceeding from a 
heart that remains unmoved and 
untouched with any real sympathy 
of feeling. He is expected and 
justly so to take a real interest and 
to feel a lively concern for the sor- 
row he witnesses, with an earnest 
desire to remove it so far as may 
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be in his power. If he has been 
used to indulge the benevolent af- 
fections of our nature without 
which he is unfit for the office he 
undertakes, he will not need the 
admonitions of official duty urg- 
ing him to put forth his best exer- 
tions in this humane service. His 
own feelings will afford excitement 
enough. At the same time, those 
feelings should be heightened by a 
sense of duty. 

Under affliction, the pride of the 
human heart is usually subdued. 
If not utterly stupid and hardened, 
itis brought to feel the need of 
some arm more powerful than hu- 
man, of a state more durable than 
the present world can afford, ofa 
good more permanent than is here 
to be found, of asociety more bles- 
sed than sinful erring creatures can 
furnish. Thus softened and melt- 
ed, it is ina proper state to take 
any religious impression, the faith- 
ful minister of Christ may choose 
to give it. While then he would 
console he should instruct. He 
should set before the mind the pe- 
culiar consolation of the gospel, 
the bright abodes of a life to come. 
He should point to the love of that 
Saviour who endured infinite sor- 
row and pain for man’s sake, who 
went about doing good, speaking 
comfort to the afflicted, and healing 
the broken heart, and at length 
frem the cross proclaiming pardon 
and peace to a guilty world, and 
who now though removed into 
heaven is ready to send down the 
comforts of his Holy Spirit into 
every contrite and penitent heart. 
Such considerations as these can 
rarely fail of making a deep and 
abiding impression on such as are 
not almost brutal in their tempers. 
Perhaps it may be affirmed, that 
half or more of the truly pious in- 
dividuals in the world have com+ 











menced their course from some 
season of affliction and sorrow. 

In this case then, the clergyman 
has it in his power to do more good 
than in any other scene of duty pe- 
culiar to his sacred office. It is 
thus that he recruits the ranks of 
the church with members that 
honour her courts, with soldiers 
equipped with the whole armour 
of God and ready to fight manfully 
against sin, a sinful world, and the 
enemy of souls, him who holds the 
power of darkness. It is on these 
occasions, that the faithful minister 
of the cross has it in his power to 
conciliate to himself the affections 
of his people, and induce them 
cheerfully to minister to his wants 
in temporal things, and smooth the 
path of his own life. The asperi- 
ties of prejudice and many little 
dislikes are thus worn away, for the 
prevalence of peace and harmony 
in their stead. 

For the due discharge then of 
this duty, never think any study and 
pains misplaced. Take all possi- 
ble care to adapt yourself and 
your discourse, to the propensities 
and prevailing characters of those 
whom you are called to comfort, 
and it will be strange if some point 
or another cannot be found in 
which you can open the heart to 
impressions of piety and a suitable 
sense of religion. If they cannot 
be moved in one way, most can in 
some other. Never then on any 
pretence, suffer such an opportuni- 
ty toescape you. Let not study— 
let not worldly business, much less 
company and amusement divert 
you from visits, when this motive 
is in view. Let nothing short of 
positive ill health keep you back 
from the house of mourning and 
sorrow, and God will bless your 
ministry to his glory and your own 
pace on earth, and eternal bless- 
edness in heaven. 
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Who maketh his angels spirits, 
and his ministers a flame of fire. 
Hebrews i. 7.—This passage is 
quoted from Psalm civ. 4, and as 
usual, with the New ‘Testament 
writers, is taken verbatim from the 
Septuagint version. And true it 
is the words may be so rendered. 
But when the Psalm from whence 
they are taken comes to be exam- 
ined, reasons will appear for a dif- 
ferent rendering, in order to gom- 
port better withthe context. The 
author through the whole Psalm, 
from beginning to end, celebrates 
the wisdom and goodness of God, 
in the order and arrangement of the 
material world, in the course of 
common providence. In such a 
connexion it is not likely he would 
step, aside to notice angels, who 
beléng not to the material world. 
Let then the words be rendered 
thus: Who maketh the winds his 
messengers, and flames of fire his 
ministers. In this manner, they 
obviously constitute a highly finish- 
ed poetical figure, perfectly in uni- 
son with the main object of the 
whole Psalm. Air and fire, those 
powerful agents in nature, are re- 
presented as subject to God’s will, 
and performing the task assigned 
them in his wisdom. The original 
and appropriate meaning of the 
word Ayyédog, Messenger ; and has 
been ‘appropriated to those spi- 
ritual beings that inhabit the Hea- 
venly regions, because they are, in 
scripture, represented as going on 
errands or messages trom the Fa- 
ther of all Spirits. And in regard 
to the change of the word spirits 
into winds, we have direct author- 
ity for it in the translation itself ; 
for in the third of St. John, verse 
Sth, we have the wind bloweth 
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where it tisteth. Here the same 
word «veysa is rendered wind, and 
correctly so, which in the passage 
under view is rendered Spirits.— 
All this is confirmed by consider- 
ing that Castellio, in bis Latin ver- 
sion of the Psalms, gives the same 
turntothe sense ; Facis ttbi ex spiri- 
ttbus nuncios, ex igne flamanti mi- 
nistros; thou makest to thyself 
messengers of Spirits ; and of flam- 
ing fire thy servants. The differ- 
ence indeed is not material ; but 
this proposed rendering has the 
advantage in point of strength and 
elegance, a point no more to be 
overlooked in criticising the word 
of God, than in examining works of 
human composition. 


ind when he was come near, 
he beheld the city, and wept over it, 
Saying, if thou hadst known, even 
thou, at least in this thy day, the 
things which belong unto thy peace ! 
but now are they hid from thine eyes. 


Luke xix. 41, 42.—There is an 
obscurity in this passage, turning 
altogether upon a mistranslation of 
the particle és, rendered 7f ; and so 
it ordinarily should be rendered. 
But here there seems to be some- 
thing wanting. The consequence 
or subsequent part of the sentence, 
following the supposition if, does 
not follow. The obscurity hence 
arising, may be completely remov- 
ed by a different rendering. This 
Greek particle sometimes is used 
for de, expressing a wish or earn- 
est desire. For this, Suider the 
Lexicographer is good authority ; 
who says, cide an adverb of wishing ; 
and in like manner é, rendered in 
this manner, the sense becomes 
obvious and plain; O that thou 
hadst known, even thou, at least, in 
this thy day, the things that belong 
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unto thy peace! But now are they 
hid from thine eyes. 

Beware of dogs, beware of evil 
workers, beware of the concision. 
Philippians iii. 2.—T his is among 
the most obscure passages to be 
found in the Bible. The Apostle 
cannot be understood to speak of 
the animal, in the appropriate 
sense. May he not then have had 
in view the Cynicks, a sect of Phi- 
losophers so named from xuwv, a 
dog, because they valued them- 
selves on barking at, and ridiculing 
the manners and sentiments of the 
world around them; and in fact 
were by others called dogs for their 
impertine:ce. And in regard to 
the concision, may he not have 
had in view another sect, ordinarily 
called Stoicks, who were remark- 
able for their concise brevity of 
expression in their conversation, 
and preciseness in their manners. 
The word xararoum in the original, 
means a section, a part cut off, or 
the art of cutting off ; as the Stoicks 
cut themselves off from the rest of 
the world, by their precision and 
pride of manners. In this last case 
he may have been influenced by a 
view to an antithetical play upon 
words, which runs equally well in- 
to English, concision and circum- 
cision ; for it immediately follows 
we are of the circumcision. The 
beforementioned sects were more 
hostile to Christianity than others ; 
the Cynicks, because it afforded 
them, as they thought, a fair object 
of their ridicule ; and the Stoicks, 
because they valued themselves on 
advocating the religion of their 
country ; the Polytheism of the 
heathen. Hence the Apostle was 
likely to caution his Philippian con- 
verts against their ridicule on the 
one hand, and their malice on the 


other. 
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MISCELLANY. 
ORIGINAL AND SELECTED. 


The proper effects of a Sermon. 


A sermon, the conclusion where- 
of, says Bishop Burnet in his Pas- 
toral care, makes the auditory look 
pleased, and sets them all a talking 
one with another, was either not 
right spoken or not right heard, it 
has been fine and probably has de- 
lighted the congregation, rather 
than edified it. But that sermon 
that makes every one go away si- 
lent and grave, and hastening to be 
alone, to meditate or pray over the 
matter of it in secret has had its 
true effect. And no sermon is 
what it ought to be,which does not 
in some good degree produce this 
effect. The preacher should bring 
home the truths of religion pointedly 
to the heart, with enthusiasm free 
from fanaticism, and with learning 
free from pedantry and affectation. 
What was said of a late distinguish- 
ed divine, every preacher should 
aim to accomplish in himself.— 
‘© So touching was his mode of ad- 
dress, so great his power of apply- 
ing the awful truths of Christianity 
to the awakened conscience, that 
his audience left him, not like the 
ancient Romans, applauding the 
fine speech of their orator, but ra- 
ther like the Athenian people who 
quitted the bema of Demosthenes 
breathing the unanimous sentiment 
of ‘war against Philip.’ The ef- 
fect of :his eloquence was war 
against the tyranny of sin and the 
dominion of Satan. A. B. 


Lord Bacon on Prophecy. 


_ A second part of history relates 
to prophecy, and consists of two 
VOL. V.—=NO. & 
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conclative things ; prophecy itself, 
and its fulfilment. Hence our 
treatment of this subject should 
embrace the verity of the event 
conjoined with each prophecy in 
the scriptures ; and that through 
all ages of the world, for practical 
instruction and skill in the inter- 
pretation of such prophecies as yet 
remain to be fulfilled. Yet in this, 
a latitude is to be allowed, which is 
proper and very common with the 
divine predictions, that their fulfil- 
ment may be seen to be certain and 
punctual : for they have reference 
to the character of their Author, 
with whom one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one 
day. And although their complete 
and entire accomplishment, for the 
most part, may be assigned to some 
certain age, or even definite mo- 
ment, yet at the same time, they 
have something like different grades 
and scales of accomplishment, run- 
ning through different ages of the 
world. Such a work, presenting 
such a view, I think to be much 
wanted :* but as it requires to be 
treated with great wisdom, sobrie- 
ty, and reverence, I| shall at pre- 
sent let it pass. 


Jerome’s Aphorisms. 


No one who announces to the 
world, that he despises what he 
offers for sale, can make a good 
sale—Whatever you have wisely 
bestowed on yourself reckon fair 
gain—It was long ago said, the mi- 
ser as much wants what he has, as 
what he has not—The world is the 
wealth of him that believes; but 
the unbeliever has not a mite—So 


* And sucha work has since been fur 
nished by the learned Bishop Newten. 
li 
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let us live, as having nothing, yet 
possessing all things—Food and 
raiment are the wealth of the 
Christian—If you have yours in 
your power sell it ; if not throw it 
away—To him that taketh thy 
coat, leave also thy cloak—If you 
are not ever procrastinating and 
postponing from day to day, you 
may put off your small wares, piece 
by piece, to advantage—Christ has 
nothing to support the self-made 
poor—He has surrendered all to 
God, who has resigned himself— 
The Apostles have left nothing but 
the ship and tackle, for us to load— 
The widow cast in two mites to the 
treasury, and is preferred to the 
wealth of Croesus. He easily 
despises all things, who ever re- 
members that he is to die. 


Surplice. 


The Surplice is worn by the 
Christian Clergy in imitation of the 
white garment worn by the legal 
priests; and in most particulars 
they agree, though in some things 
they essentially differ. They agree 
in this ; they are both white, to sig- 
nify purity, and to remind both 
priest and people of that innocency 
of heart and life, which it becomes 
the true worshipper of God to pos- 
sess, when they come before him, 
if they would present him with an 
acceptable sacrifice. They should 
be made of pure linen, without any 
mixture to show that in our wor- 
ship of God we mean only his glo- 
ry ; and that we ought not to adopt 
the inventions of men for the insti- 
tutions of the Deity. But they dis- 
agree particularly in this respect, 
that whereas the white robe of the 
Jewish priest was worn girt tight 
about him, the surplice of the 
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Christian priest is left loose and 
flowing. The former was so used, 
to signify that the religion of the 
Jews was confined to one nation, to 
the exclusion of all others, unless 
they would become proselytes to 
their religion. The latter signifies 
that the partition wall, or bond of 
separation between Jews and Gen- 
tiles, was broken down, or taken 
away, and that the religion of Je- 


sus should flow to all people. 
SENEX. 


Gen. ii. 20. And Adam called 
his wife’s name Eve.—Before and 
after the fall, his wife was called 
Ischa, that is, Woman; but now 
that our first parents have the pro- 
mise of a Redeemer, Adam calls 
her Eve, in gratitude to his Maker, 
who, in wrath for their offences, 
had remembered mercy ; a name 
which signifies the mother of life, 
as the whole race of mankind was 
to spring from her womb ; and es- 
pecially the Saviour. SENEX. 


The Ark rested on the mountain 
Ararat on the 17th day of the 7th 
Jewish month, which answers to 
the beginning of our month of May. 
The depth of the water, on the top 
of the highest mountains was 22 
feet. 

Noah’s Ark was 450 feet in 
Jength, 75 in breadth, and 45 in 
height, which was sufficient to hold 
all the beasts, birds, and reptiles, 
or creeping things, that could not 
live in water. ‘The four footed 
beasts do not exceed 130 species, 
and there are about as many of 
birds: the reptiles, or creeping 
things are about 30. It is said that 
there are not more than six species 
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of beasts larger than a horse. The 
flood happened 2349 years before 
the birth of Christ, and in the 
1655th year of the world’s age. 
SENEX, 


Human life compared to the seasons 
of the year. 


The different seasons of the year 
admirably represent the different 
seasons of human life. There 
seems to be four remarkable epochs 
or terms of computation in each. 
Spring, summer, autumn, and win- 
ter; exactly correspond with youth, 
manheod, riper years, and old age. 

Epring points out youth, in all its 
gaudy dress, and displays that pe- 
riod of our rising hopes, in which 
we anticipate length of days, great 
wealth, many honours, and much 
pleasure. But alas, anticipation 
exceeds our enjoyment, and ofien 
what we flatter ourselves we shall 
possess, we lose in expectation. 1 
therefore admonish thee, O young 
friend, as the wise king Solomon 
has done before me: ‘* Remember 
now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth.”” The spring of life com- 
mences with life itself, and ends at 
twenty. 

Summer represents that term of 
manhood, which begins at twenty, 
and ends at forty. This is the time 
when we take to ourselves part- 
ners, to share in our toils, raise up 
children, provide for their subsist- 
ence, and lay upa store for old age. 
It is a season of great care, strug- 
gles, and anxiety. ‘‘ We heap up 
riches, but cannot tell who shall 
gather,” that is, enjoy ‘‘ them.” 
It is a mortifying circumstance to 
the person of a miserly temper, 
that he knows not, whether he lays 
up wealth for a wise man er a fool. 
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—See the Books of Psalmsand Pro- 
verbs. 

Autumn reminds us of that pe- 
riod of our age, which commences 
at forty, and ends at sixty. As it is 
then the season of fruits, when 
abundance of corn fills our garners, 
the wine-presses overflow with the 
blood of the grape, and our stores 
are replenished with the temporal 
blessings of a kind Providence,who 
openeth his hand, and filleth all 
things living with plenteousness ; 
so our life is now full of experience, 
our judgment is ripe with knowl- 
edge, and we are as trees laden with 
fruit, or as fields crowned with their 
produce. It is now the time for 
reflection, the period for medita- 
tion, the days of rejoicing ; but let 
us joy in the God of our salvation, 
and not merely be glad in things 
which are temporal. Let us not 
say with the fool in the Gospel, 
Soul, thou hast much goods laid up 
for many years ; take thine ease, 
eat, drink, and be merry ; when 
perhaps our souls may be required 
of us this very night !—T ake heed 
that thou forget not the Lord thy 
Maker. 

Winter, dreary, cold, and chill- 
ing winter, gives us a just descrip- 
tion of that melancholy period of 
human life, called old age ; when 
the evils and miseries of our exist- 
ence, succeed one another in a 
woful vicissitude. Winter cloaths 
all nature with sterility. Thesoi 
ceases to give her increase. ‘The 
trees are clad in mourning. The 
cold blasts of the northern winds 
freeze the liquid currents. Frost 
destroys grass and herbage, and ev- 
ery green thing. The snow falls, 
and covers the earth. Allis gloom, 
debility, and sadness. So old age 
blasts all our enjoyments ; we be- 
come decript, sorrowful, inactive, 
and a burthen to ourselves and ail 





around us. Our eyes grow dim; 
our arms tremble ; our legs bow ; 
our teeth are few ; we speak but 
little, and with difficulty ; we are 
alarmed at every little noise ; our 
powers of music. become weak ; 
we are afraid of that which is high, 
and dare not ascend it ; we are ter- 
rified at difficulties in the way, 
however trifling they may seem to 
others ; little things are a burthen, 
we cannot bear them ; desire fails ; 
and our whole constitution is bro- 
ken down, languid, sinking into a 
Jethargy, and finally falling into 
death. ‘‘ We bring our years to an 
end as a tale that is told.”-—Let us 
remember, that though our life re- 
sembles the seasons of the year, 
yet it resembles not the revolutions 
of the year itself. We enjoy but 
one circuit on earth, whereas that 
has many returns of its annual 
course. We have, asit were, but 
one year, at most but one course of 
seasons, and we are gone !—gone 
to return no more into this state of 
existence. At the close of this 
life, the place that once knew us 
shall know us no more for ever! 
And yet though we die here, we 
shall live hereafter, either in a state 
of happiness, or in a state of mise- 
ry, as we behave ourselves well or 
ill in this world ; and our condition 
will then be eternal. ‘‘So teach 
us,” O Lord, “‘to number our 
days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom. May we, like Mary 
of ancient days, and as thy saints 
have ever since done, seek and 
choose the one thing needful, an 
interest in Christ. 

The above hasty observations, I 
have written at the request of a 
young friend, and I pray God to 

less them to her particular use 
and comfort. May ‘no evil be- 
fal her, nor any plague,” that is, 
affliction or trouble, ** come near 
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her dwelling,” Ps.xci. 10. ‘* The 
Lord give his angels charge over 
her, to keep her in all her ways,” 
verse 11,—And in all her address- 
ses to God, may she be enabled to 
say with the pious and royal Psalm- 
ist, ‘* My hope is in thee !” 
SENEX. 


ee 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


The following is extracted from the 
Discourses of the Rev. Hugh James 
Rose, addressed to the University of 
Cambridge, England, on the corrup- 
tions of Christianity prevailing among 
the Protestants in Germany, and pub- 
lished last autumn at Cambridge. 


‘‘In a deep feeling of the evils 
caused by such proceedings, we 
cannot but earnestly beseech those 
who are about to become public 
teachers in our church, not to over- 
look this essential branch of a cle- 
rical education, but to study deeply 
her constitution, and to understand 
what is the real situation of the mi- 
nister of an Episcopal Church, and 
what are his duties before they un- 
dertakethem. True, indeed, itis, 
that the Christian spirit may exist, 
independently of all this. Trueis 
it, that at the farthest verge of the 
earth, and remote from every form 
of every church, the spirit of 
Christian hope, love, and joy, may 
glow in the bosom of the Christian. 
But that neither diminishes the ne- 
cessity for forms of Christianity in 
the world, nor lessens their obliga- 
tion when received. Their neces- 
sity and their expediency we need 
not, and we will not consider here ; 
but thus much cannot be denied, 
that he who has become the minis- 
ter of a form, which professes to 
be apostolical, has both set to the 
solemn record of his belief, that 
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that claim can be justified, and has 
assumed every obligation, which 
such‘a profession implies. Before 
he does so, he may, if he pleases, 
become the minister of another 
form, or the minister of Christian- 
ity under no form; but when he 
has done so, he has declared, that 
in his belief, the one only true and 
effectual way of carrying on his 
Master’s work on earth, is that way 
on which he has entered, and that 
form, to which he has declared his 
adherence, is the form approved by 
his Master himself. He is there- 
fore become now the minister of @ 
church, and as such, must pursue 
the road which that church dic- 
tates. He must no longer think his 
own thoughts, or form his own 
plans, but he must teach what the 
church commands in the sphere 
which she assigns. He may think 
that at some time, something is left 
in that church undone, which should 
be done, something done, that 
should be left undone—but he will 
know also that it belongs not to him 
to remedy the error, or supply the 
deficiency. He will know, that 
God, under whose especial guid- 
ance he believes the church to be, 
may indeed permit evil; but that 
his good spirit will rectify what is 
wrong, and supply what is wanting 
in the appointed way, and at the due 
season. His one aim will there- 
fore be to understand fully what the 
spirit of the church is—his one 
aim to fulfil it, to unite with, not to 
separate from his brethren, to yield 
a ready and cheerful obedience to 
his superiors, not to endeavour to 
escape from it.—And, (if it may be 
permitted, in conclusion, to quit 
for a moment, the more immediate 
object of these Discourses,) does 
there not hence arise another, and 
amore solemn exhortation still to 
those who are about to become the 


ministers of the church? If it be 
true, that that church is indeed 
God’s church, as they have declar- 
ed that they believe it to be, if they 
who become her ministers, become 
therefore God’s ministers, are they 
not at once bound to give them- 
selves wholly to her service? It 
will not be enough that they pursue 
her plans when they engage in the 
duties connected with their profes- 
sion, because they believe her 
work to be God’s work; but for 
that same solemn reason they must 
devote to her every thought, every 
hope, every affection. No man 
having put his hand to this work, 
and looking back, is fit for it. The 
common professions of ordinary 
life require this, require the full 
devotion of the heart and mind; 
and shall the church demand, or 
obtain less? They give atone to 
the whole thought, a colour to the 
whole life ; and shall the church 
alone be contented with a half ser- 
vice, a perpetual vacillation from 
layman to priest, from priest to 
layman ? can he who is the minis- 
ter of God, hope to edify God’s 
people in the discharge of his duty 
to-day, unless to-morrow too, he 
recal to them that holy, that indeli- 
ble character in his business, his 
pursuits, and his amusements ?—~ 
Can the people believe, that the 
work of God is of such moment, 
unless he who has taken on him- 
self to perform it, devote his whole 
being to its performance? But, 
indeed, can it be performed other- 
wise? It is a fatal error to sup- 
pose, that, because ia the external 
discharge of the ordinary duties of 
the church,there is nothing difficult, 
nothing which requires the devotian 
of any large portion of the time, 
the profession itself therefore re- 
quires no such devotion. 

“For these very duties will be 
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coldly and unprofitably discharged, 
unless the mind, by constantly 
dwelling on the subject, is deeply 
impressed with its importance ; the 
studies of the profession require 
from all, whether they look to be 
the public defenders, or the private 
advocates of the Church, the whole 
time which can be allotted to them; 
more especially in times, when 
disbelief, and dissent, and opposi- 
tion, are perpetually assuming 
some new shape, and offering some 
new difficulty ; and on those solemn 
and awful occasions, when the ser- 
vant of God is called on to attend 
the last fearful scenes of life, idly 
will he be called on, fatally, per- 
haps, to the poor penitent, fatally, 
most assuredly, to himself, will he 
answer the call; unless he answer 
it with a heart, which is raised 
above the ordinary thoughts of or- 
dinary life, hallowed, sanctified, 
and spiritualized. And so the 
whole man must be given to the 
service of the Church with a deep 
feeling of regret, that the offering 
is at best so little worthy of her, 
and an intimate persuasion, that 
with less, her work cannot be done. 
There must be no other thought, 
than the promotion of that pure 
form of religion which she teaches, 
no other employment than its ad- 
vancement ; no hope,.no pleasure, 
no delight ; but its extension, its 
triumph, its victory. Shame, and 
guilt, and sorrow, be on him who 
can either engage in that holy war- 
fare, from mere. hopes of worldly 
advancement; or who can take it 
on him, as the service of a party, 
and introduce into it the unchris- 
tian feelings of worldly contention. 
But shame, and guilt, and sorrow, 
on him too, who takes that service 
on him with indifference, and with- 
out a firm resolution to elevate the 
hest talents, and best energies he 
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possesses to it. If any of you are 
about to become the ministers of 
God thoughtlessly, and with indif- 
ference to your profession—if any 
of you are about to become his mi- 
nisters, merely because his service 
oifers you some prospect of tempo- 
ral provision, be persuaded to re- 
nounce your intention, for with 
such thoughts and feelings, there 
can be no devotion to his cause, 
and yours will be an unworthy, and 
an unacceptable service. Renounce 
it fur the sake of a righteous cause, 
which your carelessness will in- 
jure; renounce it for your own 
suke, in the remembrance of the 
strict and solemn account, which 
the minister of God must one day 
give before the judgment seat of 
Christ, and of the heavy doom 
which awaits the sleeping and care- 
less watchman. On the other hand, 
be not deterred, if you have a real 
and firm desire to become God’s 
servants, by any fear of the duties 
to be required of you. With the 
trial, there comes strength to the 
righteous heart ; with the difficul- 
ty, support and encouragement.— 
The comfort and the helps of the 
spirit which will be given to all 
that ask it, will be given in full 
measure to you, and will carry you 
through every trial, and every dan- 
ger. You are to engage in studies, 
which, most of all studies, enlarge 
and elevate the mind—in duties, 
which, most of all duties, tranquil- 
ize and sanctify it. You are to do 
the work of Ged in the world—You 
are to be a source of light, and 
truth, and blessing, and under eve- 
ry difficulty and discouragement, 
your reward here, will be the con- 
sciousness of having laboured dili- 
gently for the good of mankind : 
hereafter, it will be the approval 
of that Master, who will receive 
his good and faithful servant inte 
his own eternal joy.” 





Notice of Rev. Mr. Duffie’s Missionary Discourse. 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


NOTICE of a Discourse delivered 
before the New-York Protestant 
Episcopal Missionary Society, by 
the Rev. Cornnerivs R. Durrie. 
New-York. T. & J. Swords. 


Tne subject of Missions excites 
a deep feeling through the largest 
and best portion of the Christian 
world. The object of Missions ts 
to dispel the moral and religious 
darkness which is spread in various 
degrees of horror, over the greater 
part of the human family. Great 
Britain has taken the lead in this 
great work of Christian benevo- 
fence, and the different denomina- 
tions in our own country have em- 
barked in the same grand enter- 
prize with scarcely less zeal and 
liberality. The anniversaries of 
our Missionary Institutions excite a 
deep interest, and the annual Re- 
ports of the board of Managers, 
and the discourses delivered on 
these occasions, are heard and read 
by thousands, whose best feelings 
and exertions have been engaged 
in the cause of Missions. 

Among the various discourses 
which are annually delivered on 
these anniversaries, we do not re- 
collect to have taken up one, the 
perusal of which has afforded us 
more pleasure ; or excited a deep- 
er interest in the Missionary exer- 
tions of our own Church, than the 
one at the head of this article. We 
do not mean to say, that this dis- 
course surpasses all that we have 
seen, in classic elegance and mas- 
terly exhibition of the nature, im- 
portance and moral dignity of the 
missionary enterprize ; but while 
we consider it in a literary point of 
view, as highly creditable to the 
taste and talents of its author, we 
think it particularly valuable for its 
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rational and evangelical view of the 
doctrines on which the duty of 
missionary exertions are founded, 
the mode in which these exertions 
ought to be made, the means which 
are ealculated to give them efficacy, 
and the application of the whole 
subject to the feelings, opinions, 
and liberality of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. 

The textis well chosen, and the 
subjects which it suggests adapted 
to the occasion, are clearly and 
concisely stated. 


It pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe.-~ 
The foolishness of God is wiser than 
men.—l| Cor. i. 21, 25. 


The attention of his audience is 
immediately directed to the follow- 
ing important inquirtes— 

“First, What is it from which it 
hath pleased God to save them that be- 
lieve ? 

** Secondly, What is the mode which 
He has seen fit to adopt and sanction 
for that end ? 

‘‘ Thirdly, What are the means up- 
on which He relies for carryiog it into 
effect ?” 


The answer to the first question, 
it is justly remarked would then 
only be complete, 


‘¢ When we had enumerated all the 
anomalies and disorders which pervade 
the world—all the imperfections which 
belong to our pature—all the evils 
which oppress our lives.” 

‘‘ Whatever mischief has been 
wrought by the folly, by the pride, os 
by the passions of meoa—whatever ig- 
norance of God, of themselves, and of 
their duty, there is exhibited among 
them—whatever misery there is expe- 
rienced ia this short and uncertain life 
—whatever fears are suspended over 
the awful bour of dissolution—whatev- 
er punishinent there is denounced be- 
yond it, in the untried scenes of a long 
hereafter ; these are all but the fruit of 
sin; the guilt, and the dominion, and 
the consequences of which, Ged, ia the 
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toission of His Son, has interposed to do 
away.” 

‘* Ip the Gospel of Christ those fears 
which no earthly consolations could 
allay, are soothed by the promise of 
pardon and forgiveness; those desires 
which no earthly good could satisfy, 
are there directed to a state of hapri- 
ness which shall for ever endure; and 
the creature of corruption, of frailty, 
and of dust, whose unjoyous career 
here below £0 quickly terminates, awa- 
kened to perceive the high destiny and 
the glorious bopes which are unfolded 
to his view in the heavens above,walks 
abroad in unwonted majesty—the re- 
claimed child of the Creator—the heir 
of God—the candidate for immortal 
blessedness.” 


On the second inquiry, How the 
Gospel may best be communicated 
to men, it is observed, that 


** The text will furnish an authorita- 
tive answer. ‘It pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching te save them 
that believe.’ This is the mode sug- 
gested by the wisdom, and sanctioned 
by the will of God ; and though human 
wisdoin would perhaps have devised 
some other way, and though human po- 
licy may seek to effect this end by other 
means, yet we can have no hesitation 
in asserting with St. Paul, ‘ the foolish- 
ness of God is wiser than men.’ ” 


After quoting the commission 
which our Saviour gave to the 
Apostle, the author thus applies it 
to the subject of inquiry before 
him. 

“In every part of this commission 
the personal agency of the ministry 
which He instituted is contemplated 
and kept in view—in going—in making 
disciples—in preaching—in baptizing 
—in teaching: and to this ministry, 
thus personally acting, offering to all 
men the Gospel and its ordinances, and 
receiving from all their adhesion or 
their refusal, to be registered on high 
against the judgment of the last day— 
to this ministry, addressing men in this 
responsible obaracter as ambassadors 
for Christ, and to it alone, is the pro- 
mise given of His perpetual presence 
tothe end of trme.” 
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‘“« My brethren, this is the best, be- 
cause the divinely appointed mode of 
extending our religion and of saving 
our fellow-men. All besides are mere- 
ly helps, and as such are to be consider- 
ed, and as such to be employed. And 
it were sincerely to be regretted, if, 
loosing sight of this, or giving to it but 
a small portion of their resources and 
of their regard, Christians should be- 
stow all their praise, and accumulate 
all their wealth upon any other mode ; 
giving to that an actual, though not 
perhaps an acknowledged preference 
over the ore which Christ has appoint- 
ed. ‘It pleased God by the foolishness 
of preaching to save them that believe:’ 
that which He preferred, we ought al- 
so to prefer : and because ‘* the foolish- 
ness of God is wiser than men,” and 
because the plan which He has ap- 
pointed has the promise of success, we 
should ever give to the promotion of 
this our chief solicitude, our largest 
bounty, our most assiduous and perse- 
veriog exertions.” 


The cause of Missions is pre- 
sented in connection with the 
church, in’ the following striking 
manner : 


**And because He would have His 
religion take a visible form, and its in- 
fluence be steadily maintained, and its 
advantages be left and perpetuated, He 
resolved to gather into one fold all that 
embraced the truth. He gave direc- 
tions, therefore, that whosoever believ- 
ed should be baptized, and that they 
who thus acknowledged Him for their 
Lord, should be taught to do all things 
whatsoever He had commanded. And 
it is in this continual explapation and 
enforcement of the truth—in this assi- 
duous nurture of those who believe, to 
fit them for his heavenly kingdom, that 
we discern the wisdom of God in ap- 
pointing the ministry of the word.” 

** He established His Church—that 
Church against which the gates of hell 
shall never previl—that Church, which 
is like a city set on an hill to enlighten 
and to gladden the face of the world; 
and in the bosom of which, they who 
believed should have all needful means 
and helps to enable them to persevere 
in the saving of therr souls. 








*‘ For all these purposes it was, that 
He saw fit to send forth the living 
teacher: He chose and set apart men 
to be ambassadors in His name to all 
mankind, and He committed unto them 
the ministry of reconciliation : and we, 
if we would diffuse the Gospel with ef- 
fect, will send it forth by the ministry 
to whom it has been committed ; agree- 
ably to the command—sanctioned by 
the example—accompanied with the 
promise of Him who gave it. By this 
authorized ministry we will tender to 
our fellow-men the sacraments—we 
will establish among them the worship 
—-we will impress upon them the truths 
of the Gospel.” 


The duty on this subject, he 
says is of a two-fold character : 


“The first, that which arises from 
our relation to God—the second, that 
which arises from our relation to our 
fellow-men :—the former a matter of 
stern, and strict, and requirable obedi- 
ance: the latter, one which is enforced 
by all the gentler motives of sympathy, 
of kindness, and of Christian charity.” 


After alluding to the state of the 
heathen, we find the following ob- 
servations in relation to Domestic 
Missions : 


‘¢ But there are waste places in our 
own land: and asthe Apostles were 
commanded to preach the Gospel, ‘‘ be- 
ginning at Jerusalem,” so we deem 
that they who dwell in our own borders 
possess a claim to the first appropriation 
of that bouaty which is, alas! so very 
inadequate to distant operation.” 

‘‘Our appeal is in behalf of those 
who are more immediately your breth- 
ren ; connected with you by a thousand 
ties, dependent upon you for the due 
enforcement of Christian truth, or for 
the continuance of their religious mi- 
nistrations.” 

*¢ Are you then prepared to abandon 
the Churches which your care has 
planted, and which without your aid 
must fall tothe ground? Will you tura 
a deaf ear to the calls for the services 
of religion which are heard from the 
new settlemeats which are daily 
springing up in our diocese? And shall 
the generation which is rising into life, 
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far distant from the sanctuaries of their 
fathers, be uninstructed in religion and 
grow up ignorant of the duties and con- 
solations of the Gospel in this Christian 
land ? 

‘In the name then of Him whose 
obligation rests upen you, and to whom 
you must render an account—in the 
name of those who are your brethren, 
and for whose ignorance of their high- 
est duty you may be made accountable 
—in the name of God and of man, I 
make this appeal.” 

‘* That Gospel then which you have 
freely received, freely impart. That 
hope which you possess of eternal life, 
cheerfully, solicitously extend. Hav- 
ing the command of God to do so, your 
duty is imperative—having His bless- 
ing promised, its success is sure.” 


We regret that we have room 
only for the following extract from 
the conclusion of this very inter- 
esting discourse : 


‘¢ In the managers of tbis, and its sis- 
ter institutions, the Church has a few— 
a determined and faithful few, to whom 
belongs the praise that they are seen to 
be ever and ardently interested in her 
cause. Few, but faithful, they have 
long labored with diligence to extend 
the blessings uf her communion, and to 
do away the repreach which has fasten- 
ed upon your neglect. Often have they 
come hither in anxious expectatien, to 
know whether Episcopalians would 
awake from their lethargy !—whether 
at length they would aid them with 
their wealth! whether they would 
cheer them with their countenance ! 
whether they would respond to their 
solicitude for the spiritual welfare of 
their brethren, and for the character of 
their Church! 

‘*s Withering—eold—uncheering, has 
often been the boon! Cold—uncheer- 
ing--—withering, has been the re- 
sponse !” 

‘‘ But, if a holy principle of charity 
did not animate their hearts—if a sense 
of duty did not give impulse to their 
efforts—if the love of Christ did not 
constrain them, they would have with- 
drawn-—-so often frowned upon, the 
would have withdawn; and their ef- 
forts ceasing, let me ask, Where are 
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they who would be encouraged to stand 
up to take their place, and remove from 
Churchmen the shame of their supine- 


ness ? . . . . 
But, my brethren, it is time that this 


supineness should cease: and,therefore, 
I call upeo all who hear me, to arouse 
to a sense of their obligation, and to 
reflect upon what they owe to their pri- 
vileges--to their wealth --to their 
Christian profession—to the command 
of God—and to the wants of their 
brethren !” 


The extracts which we have 
made above, will give some idea of 
the style and sentiments of the au- 
thor. Itis by discourses like this 
that much will be done to excite 
and increase the Missionary Spirit 
in the Church. Y. R.E. 


ee 
For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


NOTICE of the Sermon preached 
at the consecration of the Hon. 
and Rt. Rev. Dr. Stewart, 
Lord Bishop of Quebec. 


We have been long acquainted 
with the character and great labors 
of this devoted servant of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and we cannot but 
express the interest which we feel 
in the event of his arrival in this 
country, on his way to take charge 
of his Diocese, where he has la- 
bored for many years in the hum- 
bler offices of the ministry with an 
almost unequalled success. The 
following notice of the eminent 
services and worth of this apostolic 
and primitive prelate, is extracted 
from the sermon delivered at his 
consecration— 

“It is really a circumstance of high 
gratification to our feelings, to observe 
what happy results will sometimes arise 
from causes unforeseen. 

Twenty years ago, (or nearly so,) 
without a view or a thought of profess- 
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ional advantages, but with a willing ex- 
penditure of his own income, the zeal- 
ous champion buckled on his armour, 
the whole armour of God, his loins girt 
about with truth, and having on the 
breast-plate of righteousness, his feet 
shod with the preparation of the gospel 
of Peace; above all, taking the shield 
of faith, the helmet of salvation, and 
the sword of the spirit, which is the 
word of God. Wholly regardless of 
personal dangers and discomforts, whe- 
ther from the immense ocean, the se- 
vere climate, or from a state of tempo- 
rary exile, he went boldly forth and 
began his pious work. We cannot 
trace him through his various labours ; 
we cannot enumerate his disinterested 
sacrifices ; we cannot duly estimate the 
extent or the magnitude of his servi- 
ces! The annual Report of our vene- 
rable Society may give an outline of 
the liberal system on which he has beer 
acting for many years past, that of es- 
tablishing the fear and the worship of 
God ; that of promoting the erection of 
churebes, and of houses for their mi- 
nisters; and, in short, by donations, by 
collections, by the most active exer- 
tions, whether in Canada or in Eng- 
land, straining every nerve to assist the 
well being, the mental improvement, 
the spiritual edification of those friendly 
and valuable provinces, so happily con- 
nected with this country. Ever ready 
to dispense the blessings of Christiani- 
ty, the special missionary went forth, 
and traversed many thousand miles to 
animate, to encourage, to instruct, and 
comfort the Christian families around 
him, wheresoever they might be scat- 
tered! In journeyings often, in perils 
of water, in weariness and painfulness, 
ia hunger and thirst, wandering across 
the trackless desert or penetrating the 
gleomy forest, that he might communi- 
cate to them who were walking in 
darkness the means of salvation, the 
light of life. He literally might be 
said to have upon him the care of alt 
the churches; and (as in the instance 
of his great prototype) he strove abun- 
dantly to render the Gentiles fellow 
heirs, and of the same body, and parta- 
kers of his promise in Christ by the 
Gospel. Bright and glorious is the 
prospect now before him, in the ripen- 
ing harvest to whieh he is called.” 











Phe Doctrines of the Church vindi- 
cated from the misrepresentations of 
Dr. J. H. Rice, and the integrity of 
revealed religion defended against the 
no comment principle of promiscuous 
Bible Societies: By the Rt. Rev. John 
Starke Ravenscroft, D. D. Bishop of 
the Diocese of North-Carolina. 8vo. 
pp- 166. 

_Dr. Rice, Professor in the Theolo- 
gical School of Prince Edward, Virgin- 
ia, and Editor of the Literary and Evan- 
gelical Magazine, has reviewed several 
of Bishop Ravenscroft’s publications, 
particularly his sermon before the N. 
C. Bible Society, which has excited 
considerable controversy, and resulted 


The Convention of the Diocese of 
Pennsylvania was held on the 9th, 10th, 
and 11th inst. at Reading. It was com- 
posed of a larger number of clerical 
and lay deputies, than at any former 
meeting. We have not yet received 
the Journal of the proceedings of the 
Convention; as soon as it comes to 
hand, our usual abstract shall be given. 


We have perused with great interest 
the Ninth Report of the Board of Man- 
agers of the New York Protestant Epis- 
copal Sunday School Society. We re- 
gret that we have room only for an ab- 
stract of the report. It will be seen 
from this that the schools are generally 
in a flourishing condition; but that 
there is great want of teachers—which 
we believe to be the fact in many of 
the Churches. The subject of Sunday 
School instruction has not attracted 
that attention among the Churches io 
Connecticut which its importance de- 
mands. Individual congregations have 
done much, but nothing has yet been 
done to call forth the united exertions 
of the Diocese. We earnestly hope 
that the subject may be considered at 
our next Convention, and a Protestant 
Sunday School Society for Connecticut 
may be organized. Many advantages 
we believe would result from the mea- 
sure; and we should hope a feeling 
would be excited, which would be felt 
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in an attack upon several important 
doctrines of the Gospel, as held by the 
Church. In the present work, the 
Bishop goes into a full discussion of the 
points in controversy, and notices @ 
work of Dr. Rice, published in 1619, 
called Irenicum or peace-maker, which 
had a tendency to draw Episcopalians 
from an attachment to their commun- 
ion. 


Butler’s Life of Erasmus has lately 
appeared in London. Erasmus was one 
of the most learned men of the 16th 
century, and did much by his writings 
to bring oa the Reformation. 









in allour Churches. The number of 
scholars in the schools respectively is as 
follows :— 


** Zion church, 554; St. John’s chap- 
el, 331; Grace church, 185; St. Paul’s 
chapel, 163; St. Mark’s church, 120 ; 
All-Saint’s Church,105; Christ church, 
65; St. Philip’s church, 60; St. Mary’s 
church, 60; St. Luke’s church, 50; St. 
Apo’s church, 30; Trinity church, 25 ; 
St. Ann’s church, 20. Total 1768. 

‘«F'rom the above, it appears that our 
society is the agent of the church, act- 
ing under her Divine Head, for impart- 
ing the blessings of a pious education 
to more than seventeen hundred of the 
children of poverty, ignorance, and de- 
pendence, and too many of them in im- 
minent danger of falling victims to the 
miserable examples and precepts of 
irreligion avd of vice. Let us contem- 
plate those of them (and we believe that 
they are by far the greatest number) 
who have been admitted into covenant 
with God by baptism, as our church, in 
her wonted conformity with evangeli- 
cal doctrine, teaches us to contemplate 
them, as members of Christ, children of 
God, and inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven ;—members of Christ, that is, 
of his holy church, exposed, in the mi- 
serable circumstances attendant on 
their connexion with, this wicked world, 
to the peculiar danger, amounting al- 
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most to the certainty, save by the kind- 
ly interposition of the truly Christian 
benevolence to which this society is de- 
voted, of bringing disgrace upon that 
church, and losing forever all the high 
and holy privileges promised to its faith- 
ful members ;—Children of God, by 
that adoption which is the blessing of 
his covenant with man, in imminent 
danger of having their affections, even 
in earliest childhood, alienated from 
that gracious Parent, corrupted by the 
most debasing attachments, and ren- 
dered destructive of all their purity and 
peace in this world, and of all their 
hopes for the world to come ;—inher- 
itors of the kingdom of heaven, so 
strongly tempted to limit their views 
to the miserable inheritance of sinful 
and degrading pleasure which they de- 
rive from the fallen progenitors of our 
race, and so powerfully lured into the 
paths which lead to eternal wretched- 
ness, as to be awfully exposed to the 
danger of forfeiting forever the ever- 
lasting portion of the faithful children of 
the covenaut. These our brethren in 
Christ, these our fellow-members of the 
holy catholic church, these co-heirs 
with us of heaven, are before us in all 
the wretchedness, the ignorance, and 
the spiritual danger, attendant on the 
state of life which, in the order of Pro- 
vidence, they are assigned. If the love 
of Christ were, indeed, shed abroad in 
our hearts; if we indeed felt ail that 
the ransomed of the Lord should feel ; 
if that blessed fellowship which unites 
the members of Christ’s holy church, 
were indeed duly appreciated, and al- 
lowed its wonted influence on the vir- 
tuous sensibilities of our nature; if, 
especially, we duly yielded to those in- 
fluences whereby the Spirit of God 
would warm our hearts with brotherly 
love and Christian benevolence: we 
would ask, W here are these our needy, 
exposed, and dependent brethren of the 
household of faith? we would gladly 
hasten to their relief; we_weuld leave 
no means in our power weried, until 
all the sons and daughters of Zion were 
placed in a favorable situation to be 
nourished and brought up as indeed the 
children of God.” 

Of children who have not been 
baptized, the report speaks in the fol- 
lowing terms :—** We will long to tell 


Ecclesiastical Intelligence. 


them of the gracious Saviour; of the 
love which he has exercised towards 
the sons of men ; of bis merciful design 
that they should be all partakers of it ; 
of the pledges and means thereof which 
he has appointed: and of the condi- 
tions on which he has been pleased to 
suspend them. We will rejoice in be- 
ing the bumble instruments of having 
them brought into that state of salva- 
tion, wherein are offered to their ac- 
ceptance, grace, mercy, and truth, in 
this life, and glory, honour, and immor- 
tality, in that which is to come ; and to 
do what in us lies, through the blessing 
of God, to interest them in that grace, 
mercy, and truth, and to forward them 
in the holy seeking of that glory, hon- 
our, and immortality.” 


MoravyiAn Cuurcn.—The whole 
Moravian Church may be considered 
as a Missionary establishment, under 
the direction of their Bishops and Sy- 
nod. They have embarked in the great 
work of carrying the Gospel into the 
dark corners of the earth, with une- 
qualled zeal, and they have manifested 
a perseverance in the most arduous Ia- 
bours, a patience in suffering, and a de- 
gree of disinterestedness and of pious 
devotion to the cause of Christianity, 
which has excited the adiniration of the 
Christian world. Their exertions have 
been directed to almost every quarter 
of the globe, and have been blessed to 
the conversion of many thousands. In 
the greater part of their stations, their 
missions are in avery prosperous con- 
dition. The system which they have 
adopted, is perhaps the only one which 
cau be extensively and permanently 
successful. It consists in uniting civili- 
zation and Christianity in their course 
of instruction; and though many con- 
verts are made from those advanced in 
years, yet they depend chiefly for the 
success of their missions, under the 
blessing of God, upon the influence of 
instruction and example on those whose 
habits, principles,and motives of action 
are not formed. We noticed, some 
time since, the Missionary Intelligen- 
cer, a work conducted by the United 
Brethren, and promised occasional ex- 
tracts. The following information is 
extracted from the last number of their 
Journal :— 











The following paragraph, in a letter 
from Brother J. Newby, gives a sum- 
mary statement of the success of the 
mission at the stations of the Brethren 
in Antigua : 


“During the year euding Easter, 
1825, the following adults have been 
baptized or received into the congrega- 
tion. At St. John’s 278 persons; at 
Grace hill, 103; at Gracebay, 28; at 
Newfield, 57 ; and here at Cedar-hall, 
75. In all, 541 persons. Admitted to 
the Holy Communion, at St. John’s, 
252; at Gracehill, 57; at Gracebay, 
22, at Newfield, 73; at Cedar-hall, 
51.—In all, 455 persons. 

‘** During the year 1824, the follow- 
ing vccurrences took place in the con- 
gregation at Newfield. There were 
baptized, 12 adults, and 47 children; 
received into the congregation, 55, and 
re-admitted, 21 persons; admitted to 
the Holy Communion, 81 persons ; de- 
parted this life, 23 ; excluded, 41 per- 
sons.” 

‘* At the conclusion of the year 1824, 
our congregation consisted of the fol- 
lowing: 508 communicants ; 243 bap- 
tized, not yet communicants ; 202 bap- 
tized children, under 12 years of age; 
102 candidates for baptism or recep- 
tion; 61 excluded for the time, but 
still attending the public services, and 
meeiings for the new people ; and 106 
new people. Total, 1222.” 


The extracts which follow are taken 
from the account of the stations in St. 
Kitts : 


‘¢ Our school proceeds graduaily.—- 
It is yet in an infant state; but we per- 
severe, and hope, by the blessing of 
God on this branch of our duty, to see 
some fruit produced. We have at pre- 
sent 192 boys and 137 girls on our list, 
of whom about a dozen read the New 
Testament well: the school was only 
commenced about ten months ago.” 

‘+ In the course of the year 1824, 14 
adults and 68 children were baptized ; 
113 received, and 22 re-admitted to the 
congregation ; 6! admitted to the Holy 
Communion ; 213 became candidates 
for baptism or the Holy Communion; 
22 adulis and 12 children departed this 
hfe. At the close of the year our num- 
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bers were, 316 communicants, 453 
baptized and candidates for the com- 
munion, 285 candidates for baptism or 
reception, 244 baptized children under 
twelve years of age:—in all, 1280; 
140 more than at the close of 1823.— 
The class of new people has considera- 
bly increased, amounting at present to 
about 500; so that we have about 1780 
souls under our care.” 


We make one more extract, from 
an interesting account of the Synod of 
the United Brethren, assembled at 
Herrnhut in Saxony, May 30, 1825. 


‘*The reports communicated from 
our different missions in Greenland, La- 
brador, North and South America, the 
West India Islands and South Africa 
were almost universally calculated to 
inspire us with the warmest gratitude 
towards our God, who so sigoally sup- 
ports and prospers a work, the extent 
of which, to appearance, would evi- 
dently transcend the means of a society 
so small as ours. More than thirty- 
three thousand converts from heathen 
nations, are at this time in different re- 
gions under the special care and gui- 
dance of the Brethren; and seven new 
establishments for missionary purposes 
have been effected since the last Synod. 
No less than one hundred and twenty- 
seven persons, during the same period 
received aad accepted calls to the ser- 
vice of our missions. Unexpected and 
unsought, but altogether most essential 
aid has been received from Christian 
friends of other denominations, towards 
a cause, which otherwise could have 
scarcely been sustained. The assist- 
ance of several particular associations 
among our own members, such as the 
Societies for the Furtherance of the 
Gospel among the Heathen, at London 
and in North America, has become 
mére and more efficacious. Unto the 
Lord be rendered praise, for it is of his 
mercy that this has been done. 

‘‘In like manner the Synod found 
great reason to be grateful for the sig- 
nal blessings which the Lord continues 
to bestow on the different seminaries for 
education, through means of which, we 
strive to render ourselves useful to our 
fellow-christians. A number of pupils 
exceeding thirteen hundred, committed 
to the care of the Brethren in the dif- 
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ferent boarding schools establi 
our congregations on the 
continent, in the British Islands Pad 
the United States of America, are, we 
trust, for the most part now improving 
in useful knowledge and imbibing prin- 
ciples of religion and morallity, which 
will one day prove invaluable to them. 

“Very great too is the blessing at- 
tendant upon the endeavors of the 
Brethren in divers parts of the continent 
of Europe to become serviceable to the 
dispersed Christian souls, that seek for 
nourishment for their faith and love by 
spiritual communion with those, who 
are of the same disposition. In the Bri- 
tish Islands and North America the 
Brethren have frequent opportunities 
of preaching the Gospel in places 
where ono regular congregations exist, 
not without arnple proofs of the Lord’s 
blessing attendant thereon. The duty 
not to neglect these is peculiarly in- 
cumbent in the United States of Ame- 
rica, where the means of diffusing 
Christian knowledge and edification 
among the increasing population, are 
solely dependant on the exertions of 
the differeat communities of Christians ; 
and where other churches actually di- 
rect great part of their energies to that 
desirable object. 

** After all subjects of a general na- 
ture bad been most maturely consider- 
ed, and the individual affairs of the dif- 
ferent congregations examined by com- 
mittees appointed for the purpose, the 
Synod proceeded to the choice of ten 
Brethren to constitute the future 
Board of Elders of the Unity, to whom 
its general administration is entrusted, 
until the time of the next General Sy- 
nod arrives,which was eventually fixed 
to be in the year, 1836. The Brethren 
J. B. de Albertini, Frederic L. Kelb- 
ing,Gottlob M. Schneider, Hans Wied, 
Samuel Christlieb Reichel, Niels Af- 
trup, John B. Holmes, Joh. Dan. Roe- 
mer, John R. Plitt,and Peter F’. Curie, 
{the four last new members) were chio- 
sen and commissioned, and are most 
solemaly recommended to the confi- 
dence and the prayers of all the mem- 
bers of the church. For the British 
Islands, the Pennsylvania and acjacent 
congregations, and for North Carolina 
ihe functions of general superintend- 
ance of their respective provinces were 
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ences, authorised by the Board of El- 
ders of the Unity. Brother de Alber- 
tini was announced to the Synod, by 
the new Board just constituted, after 
its first meeting, as the President there- 
of. 

‘* It appeared that there are at present 
nine Bishops of the church still living, 
viz. C. S. Dober, Samuel Benade, Ja- 
cob Van Vieck, C. G. Hueffel, Jobn 
Baptiste de Albertini, F. Benj.'Beichel, 
G. M. Schneider, Fred.W. Foster, and 
Andrew Benade; the three first of 
whom are no longer in activity on ac- 
count of age and infirmity. Four of 
these reside in Germany, two in the 
British Islands, and three in the United 
States of America. Since the last Sy- 
nod five Bishops have departed this life, 
viz. Herman Richter, Thomas More, 
Godfrey Cunow, C. G. Reichel, and 
Wilhadus Fabrizus. Towards the 
close of the present Synod four Breth- 
ren, viz. Hans Wield, John Ludolph 
Fabrizius, John Beck Holmes, and 
Peter F. Curie, were chosen and con- 
secrated Bishops of the United Breth- 
ren’s church, and Brother Lewis de 
Schweinitz was chosen and ordained a 
Civil Senior of the church.” 





ORDINATIONS. 


In St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, 
(R. I.) on Sunday, the 23d April, Mr. 
Joun Bristep, was admitted to the 
Holy Order of Deacons, by the Right 
Rev. Alexander V. Griswold, D). D. 
Bishop of the Eastern Diocese. Morn- 
ing prayers were read by Rev. Mr. 
Peck, and a sermon delivered by the 
Rev. Benj. B. Smith, Rector of St. Ste- 
phen’s Church, Middlebury, ( Vt.) from 
2 Cor. xii, 14, “J seek not your’s but 
you.” 

—— 


OBITUARY. 


Died at Derby, Feb. 22d, 1826, Miss 
Exvizasetu MAnsFIeE_p, aged 71, el- 
dest daughter of the late Rev. Richard 
Mansfield, D. D. 

The rational and uniform piety of the 
decéased through life, the truly chris- 
tian hope which she eviuced in death, 
her firm attachment to the primitive 
doctrines and usages of the Protestant 














Episcopal Church, and the affectionate 
regard which she ever manifested for 
our Clergy in general, and especially 
those elder ones who were in the habit 
of visiting at the hospitable mansion of 
her father, render it proper that her 
name be recorded in the pages of the 
Magazine, among the friends and sup- 
porters of our church. 

An earlier notice of her death wonld 
have been transmitted,had not the sick- 
ness of the writer prevented. 

The following extracts from a short 
address pronounced at the grave imme- 
diately after the interment of Miss 
Mansfield, afford some hints with re- 
spect to her general character, and are 
deemed sufficient ‘for the purposes of 
this obituary. ‘In this death, my 
christian brethren, our church is called 
to mourn the loss of one of ber most 
aged, most steadfast, and most exem- 
plary members. But in His ‘ judgment? 
God has been graciously pleased to 
‘remember mercy.’ ” Weare not cal- 
led to ‘* sorrow like those who have no 
hope.” 

Miss Mansfield was one, who, at the 
close of life, might with great propriety 
apply to herself, the language of the 
Apostle ‘ I have fought a good fight, I 
have finished my course, | have kept 
the faith. Henceforth there is laid up 
for me acrown of righteousness.” It 
was truly edifying to her attendants at 
the closing scene, to witness her en- 
lightened, firm, and unwavering faith, 
chastened with true christian humility. 
In ber devotions there were no to- 
mentary exstacies, but a calm, a holy, 
a constant and an elevated fervor. Her 
zeal emitted no sudden flashes, no peri- 
odical intensity, but shone constantly 
with a steady, a cheering, and an invi- 
gorating lustre. And it pleased God 
to continue her reason and faculty of 
speech to the last—so that she was 
able, till the vital spark had fled, to 
give evidence of her confidence and of 
the support and comfort, which she de- 
rived in her last conflict, from the con- 
sciousness of a well-spent life. 

The improvement which I would 
make of this afflictive providence, dur- 
ing the moment alotted on the occa- 
sion, is this: To call your attention to 

two striking facts as displayed in ber 
example. 1. The comforts which gen- 
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uine piety and faith afford, when com- 
fort is most needed, and when all other 
comforts fail. Our dear departed friend 
did not fear to die. She had a lope, 
which “ like an anchor to the soul, sure 
and steadfast,” supported her when for- 
ced to enter the dread ** valley of the 
shadow of death,” and to anticipate, 
as near at hand, the awfully interesting 
concerns of the world of spirits. 

As the great luminary of heaven 
rides in sublime and imposing grandeur 
down the western hemisrhere, when 
not a cloud obscures his beauties, and 
even darts a cheering ray above, after 
himself: bath passed below the horizon, 
so the departing saint of God, clad in 
all the dignity of virtue, and the ** beau- 
ty of holiness” descends from his earth- 
ly elevation to the tomb, to “sleep 
with his Fathers,” leaving to surviving 
friends the consolitary hope, that when 
* he shall rise again,” he shall ascend 
to God and sit down * at his rigbt hand 
where are joys unspeakable and pleas- 
ures forever more.” So our friend took 
her departure. Such consolation she 
hath left to us. 

2ndly. Her example gave all who 
witnessed it, a striking evidence of the 
utility and the comforts of prayer. In 
my daily visits, her first and grand con- 
cern was that she might be afforded the 
comfort and consolation of uniting with 
God’s Minister and her family in this 
holy exercise. And it was painfully 
pleasing to hear the emphasis, (feeble 
and broken as it then was by the rava- 
ges which the messenger of death had 
already made,) with which she joined 
in prayer, and uttered—Amen ; a very 
few moments before her soul took its 
flight. 

My brethren, if prayer be of such 
worth, when the best of things tempo- 
ral are justly esteemed nothing worth, 
how faithfully ought we to practice the 
duty. 

We shali shortly have done with 
things temporal. In heaven devotional 
exercises are an unceasing service.— 
If we would relish them there—I/ we 
would not unfit ourselves for heaven,we 
must, while on earth acquire a taste for 
devotion, for in that disposition with 

which we die we must forever remain. 
God in mercy give us grace to improve 
ourselyes by the example of his saints. 
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Died at New-York, April 19, 1826, 
after a short illness, the Rev. Samuer 
A. Pevers, LL. D. aged 90 Years 4 
months and 7 days. Dr. Pe was 
born at Hebron, Conn.—graduated at 
Yale college in 1757—went to Eng- 
land and took /orders in 1757—return- 
ed and took eharge of the churches at 
Hartford and Hebron in 1762, and 
emigrated to England in 1774: he re- 
sided in Etrrope until 1805, when he 
again returned to this country, and in 
1817 made a journey, by way of the 
lakes and rivers, to the Falls of St. An- 
thony, whence he returned in 1818.— 
He has been known by bis authorship 
of a history of Connecticut, written 
in 1782, and also by several other 
publications in England and in this 
country. 

Died at Harrisburg, on the 24th of 
March, Rozert E. Horart, Esq. bro- 
ther of the Rt. Kev. Bishop Hobart. 
He had represented the county of 
Montgomery for the last two years, and 
sustaifed the reputation of an able and 
faithful representative, and a most ami- 
able man. He had been in a delicate 
state of health for some time, but was 
confined to his room only a day or two 
previous to his decease, which was has- 
tened by a relapse of the influenza.— 
Both houses of the Legislature, in bon- 
our of his memory, adjourned as soon 
as his death was announced, and the 
house of representatives determined to 
wear crape for the space of thirty days. 
Mr. Hobart was of modest and retiring 
habits, but when approached. his amia- 
ble disposition, and the fund of rational 
information with which his mind was 
stored never failed to attach to him all 
those who had an opportunity of his ac- 
quaintance. His body was taken to 
his late residence in Pottsgrove, to be 
interred beside his wife, whom he had 
but a few weeks before returned from 
seeing deposited in, the mansion of rest. 


Departed this life in Calvert county, 
Maryland, on the 29th of January last, 
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Obituary—Notice to Correspondents. 


Mrs. Mary Bausman, aged 31 years, 
wife of the Rev. John P. Bausman, of 
Brownsville, Pennsylvania. 

The closing scene of Mrs. Bausman’s 
life is thus described in a letter from 
her bereaved husband, who has been 
compelled to leave his flock in Penn- 
sylvania, under the charge of his bro- 
ther-in-law, for the purpose of discharg- 
ing the last tender offices of conjugal 
affection around her dying bed. * You 
will doubtless sympathize with me, 
when I communicate the painful intel- 
ligence of my dear Mary’s death.— 
That solemn event took place on Sun- 
day, the 29th inst. On the morning 
of that day I perceived her strength to 
decline rapidly in consequence of which 
I was apprehensive her end was ap- 
proaching. I was, therefore, exceed- 
ingly anxious to ascertain the state of 
her mied. Among the questions pro- 
posed to her were the following :— 
Whether she felt the Saviour precious 
to her soul? Whether she loved him 
and enjoyed his presence? Whether 
he was all her salvation and all her de- 
sire? Whether she had a well ground- 
ed hope of eternal life? Whether death 
would be a welcome messenger ?— 
Whether she longed to depart and to 
be with Christ; and could say with St. 
Stephen, Lord Jesus, receive my spir- 
it?? To all which she answered in the 
affirmative with a nod, her distressing 
cough not allowing her to speak. 

‘‘ In the afternoon I administered to 
her, and some of her dearest friends, 
the memorials of the Saviour’s dying 
love. It was an affecting scene, and 
will long be remembered. She ex- 
claimed, ‘ Bless the Lord !’ aad a hea- 
venly smile was visible on her coun- 
tenance. About three hours after, she 
sweetly fell asieep in Jesus—in my 
arms, without a struggle or a groan, 
and her happy spirit took its flight to 
the regions of eternal light and joy.— 
There I hope one day to meet her, to 
part no more for ever. This now wipes 
the falling tear from my eye, and I go 
on mourning, but net repining.” 





NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A Poem on the death of a friend has been received : in consequence ef its length, 
we are obliged to defer it to a future number. 





